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AMONG
Many happy returns to Bob
Moss, who celebrated his
90th birthday on March 31. To
add to his celebrations, he had
visits from his two daughters:
Lorraine from St. John’s,
Nfld., and Jennifer from San
Francisco, CA. Bob and Joan
Moss have been with St.
Mark’s for many years, helping
with numerous and varied
tasks and responsibilities. We
wish them good health and
happiness for many years to
come.

It is wonderful in the Lion’s
Roar to remember all those
with birthdays each month.
But the list in the oﬃce is at
least four years old and misses
many parishioners, such as
Kate Legakis on April 14 and
Elemer Bogyay on April 15. It
will to good to update the
birthday list.
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ST MARK’S
Cathy Carlyle will be in
England from May 26 to June 5 to
see her daughter and
grandchildren. While she is away,
Patrick Gray will stay at Rose
Glen Village, where he will be
glad to see Tom Lawson and
Sheila Goering. But we will miss
Cathy on the Pentecost
Celebration June 5th!
Joyce Prince has endured a long
bout of illness, surgeries and
hospitalizations dating back to
November 2021. She is still
feeling weak but is on the mend,
and wishes to thank so many St.
Markers for all they have done
for her. There have been visits,
prayers, gifts of food and flowers,
and much more. Joyce is
especially grateful to Gwen Duck
and Fr. William, who made many
visits to her in hospital and at
home, as well as visits to her
husband, Frank Henderson.
Frank has been staying at a care
facility and he looks forward to
returning home to care for Joyce
until she is fully recovered. He
recently celebrated his 87th
birthday.

FRIENDS
Best wishes to Fr. William on
the birth of his second
grandchild, who was born in
Toronto on March 23. Her name
is Linnea Rita. Her proud
parents are William’s daughter,
Jessica Roberts, and her husband,
Adam Kalbfleisch. Linnea is a
baby sister for Atli, age two.

Dougie Brooks, age 15, son of
David Brooks and Liz Prower,
has organized a drive for food,
clothing and gift certificates for
the family who lost everything in
a terrible house fire on April 2.
The Amour Street house was
totally gutted, leaving five people
homeless. Much praise goes to
Dougie for his immediate act of
charity and kindness.
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FAITHFUL
Our deep sympathies to
Marilyn Moore in the sudden
loss of her son Jay Rahme.
Marilyn had only recently
recovered from injuries when a
door fell on her in her apartment
in Cobourg. It has been a tragic
winter for her. Marilyn’s
husband, Terry Moore, is now
living at Empire Crossing. He
enjoys many of the activities that
are provided there, especially
drawing and painting.
We are saddened at the passing
of Barb Grandy, who died in
early March this year. She was St.
Mark’s secretary for about 25
years, retiring about five years
ago. Barb had been awaiting a
kidney transplant but, alas, that
didn’t happen. Barb kept track of
things happening at St. Mark’s,
for example, church business,
people’s milestones, celebrations
and the names of newcomers.
For many years she sang in our
choir, and was always ready to
help out wherever she could.

Third Century

DEPARTED
We mourn the loss of George
Clements, who died March 27
in palliative care at NHH. He
was 90.
Born and raised in England, he
came to Canada as a young
man. He went on to have a
brilliant career in advertising
with the firm of J. Walter
Thompson in Toronto. He was
the southeast regional director
for the agency in Australia.
When George retired, he and
his wife, Pam, moved to Port
Hope. He immediately joined
St. Mark’s Church, where he
was a faithful member for over
30 years. He initiated numerous
activities and gave his time,
energy and even his home on
many fun occasions.

Barb’s husband, Bob, was our
accomplished organist and
choirmaster for a number of
years. He has not been well
recently, and is often mentioned
in our prayer list.
Those of us who knew Barb will
miss her. We extend our
sympathy to Bob and their son,
Matthew.
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George will be interred in St.
Mark’s Cemetery alongside his
wife Pam. He will be greatly
missed.
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MOVING ON
We were sorry to bid adieu to
Rev. Dr. Carol and Bryan
Finlay QC, who recently sold
their house and property in
Northumberland County and
moved closer to some of their
friends in Kingston.
Bryan retired after a
noteworthy career as a lawyer
but continues to mentor others
and is the Chancellor for the
Ecclesiastical Province of
Ontario. Carol continues her
works with Book Clubs for
Inmates.
On March 9, Carol was our
guest speaker at the first of our
Wednesday Lenten series
whose theme was Our Life of
Prayer. That was her final
discourse with us for now. The
same week, Carol was a
featured columnist in the
Opinion section of The
Toronto Star. She debated the
question of whether or not
assisted death should be
available to people with mental
illness. She was adamant that
the answer was NO. ‘Our
elderly and our ill need to be
protected by Canadians and not
pushed oﬀ the bridge,’ she
stated.
It will be interesting to read
more commentary from Carol
in the future. We have invited
Carol and Bryan to come back
and visit us at St. Mark’s
anytime.
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Jacob's Ladder – Do You Know The Story?
Book of Genesis 28:10–19
“Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking
one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down
in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and
said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your
oﬀspring; and your oﬀspring shall be like the dust of the Earth, and
you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north
and to the south; and all the families of the Earth shall be blessed in
you and in your oﬀspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob
woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I
did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate
of heaven”.
Two well-known hymns reference this story: Adams, Sarah, nee
Flower (1805-1848)] Nearer, my God, to thee (verses 2-4) CP#538 and,
Clephane, Elizabeth C. (1830–1869)] Beneath the Cross of Jesus (verse
2)
O safe and happy shelter, O refuge tried and sweet,
O trysting place where Heaven’s love
And Heaven’s justice meet! As to the exiled patriarch
That wondrous dream was given, So seems my Saviour’s cross to me,
A ladder up to Heaven.
Our Jacob’s Ladder up and down from our King St church to the town
has 99 steps and was put in by townsfolk over a century ago!
In the early 1970s Suzanne Lawson
(recently a recipient of the Lambeth Award
from the Archbishop on Canterbury and
early member of St Mark’s) was the one who
named our newsletter originally ‘From the
Top of Jacob’s Ladder”.

St Mark’s, Part Hope
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BRIEF HISTORY OF ST MARK’S
1822 – 1824 - frame church constructed immediately south of grave yard on King Street
1826 (or 1832) - church bell, donated by Jonathan Walton, arrives in Port Hope
1828 – church dedicated to St John the Evangelist, by Charles James Stewart, Second Lord Bishop of Quebec
1830 – cemetery consecrated and dedicated to St. John the Evangelist
1830 – Rev. James Coghlan, first resident missionary to Port Hope, appointed
1833 – first known painting in which the King Street church can be seen
1836 – first rector, Rev. Jonathan Shortt, appointed to St John the Evangelist, Port Hope
1839 – St. John the Evangelist becomes part of the new Church of England, Diocese of Toronto
1842 – first expansion of the church – chancel and galleries added
1852 – second expansion of the church – transepts added, galleries extended, east window constructed,
1852 – Willis organ purchased and installed
1855 – congregation seeks new site for an expanded church
1862 – land acquired for new cemetery on Toronto Road; few burials on King Street after this
1869 – first service held in new Church of St. John the Evangelist:King Street building becomes a parish hall
1871 – King Street church building abandoned
1872 – group called the “memorialists” petition for the reopening of the King Street church as a separate parish
1873 – Parish of St. Mark established, by letter issued by Bishop A. N. Bethune, Bishop of Toronto
1873 – burials within municipal boundaries forbidden; King Street cemetery closes
circa 1876 – memorial window installed in upper half of East Window
1884 – Warren organ installed
1895 – major renovation of church, resulting in the appearance we see today
circa 1912 – Tuer stained glass window installed
1918 – Dr. Rigby appointed rector: very active period for St. Mark's begins, with establishment of Rigby Players
theatre group, Anglican Young People's Association
1922 – Dr Rigby writes a history of the first 100 years of the church
1925 – fire in north-east corner of church causes damage (still visible) but church survives
1926 – Parish Hall acquired on Mill Street (now the Skeena Sea Cadet building)
1927 – Vincent Massey acquires Batterwood, near Canton, and becomes parishioner of St. Mark's.
1950 – Triptych installed behind altar, donated by Alice and Vincent Massey
1954 – #50 King Street purchased as the church's first rectory
1956 – Mill Street parish hall sold; 51 King Street purchased as new rectory for the church and
#50 King Street is sold; construction starts of new parish hall built immediately south of the church
1959 – Queen Elizabeth II attends St. Mark's for Morning Prayer as the guest of Right Hon. Vincent Massey,
Governor-General of Canada
1968 – Vincent Massey buried beside his wife in the cemetery beside St. Mark's on King Street
1972 – Mark '72 – a year-long celebration of the 150th anniversary of the construction of the King Street church
1972 – first units of seniors housing built and named after St. Mark's (St. Mark's Maples Court)
1970s – congregation assists Vietnamese Boat People to settle in the area
1980s – King Street cemetery reopened for cremation burials
1986 – new organ by Gabriel Kney replaces the 1884 Warren organ
1990 – 2004 – major restoration and rebuilding of the church, establishment of the St. Mark's Heritage Fund
2011 - 2013 – major rebuilding of the now 55-year-old parish hall
St Mark’s Port Hope
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HERITAGE FOUNDATION CARDS
St. Mark’s Heritage Foundation has commissioned notecards featuring four artists’ renderings of St. Mark’s
Anglican Church in honour of the church’s 200th anniversary in 2022. Parishioner Les Robling’s illustration
is on one of the cards. The notecards will be available when our Primate, The Most Rev. Linda Nicholls,
visits St. Mark’s on Apr. 24, and will sell for $20 to $25 for a pack of 12. On the backs of each card is a small
write-up giving the history of the church, as follows:
Built in 1822, St. Mark’s is a small National Treasure. Elias Smith and Captain Jonathan Walton, early settlers and
founders of Port Hope, were largely responsible for the establishment of the church. St. Mark’s was the parish church of
the Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey, Governor-General of Canada, who is buried in the adjoining cemetery. In 1959 Queen
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip were his guests and joined the congregation in worship on July 26. St. Mark’s was one of
the first buildings in Ontario to be designated for architectural and historic interest under the Ontario Heritage Act of
1970.

St Mark’s Port Hope
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FATHER WILLIAM’S THIRD CENTURY REFLECTION:
WHAT WILL ST MARK’S BE LIKE A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW?
I am still so impressed that Graham Cotter in his generosity has wanted us to focus on the future of St
Mark’s Third Century, as well a looking back over the past 200 years for this Sentinel on the Hill. But
looking forward 100 years is quite task when most institutions these days can’t even forecast or look
beyond a five year time horizon, accelerating rapid change being what it is. It may have been too
ambitious to ask St Markers what they thought the next 100 years would bring. For me with a brand new
little granddaughter Linnea Rita born the end of March, and then to have tea with 98-year-old Ruth
Redelmeier in the 1859 Bluestone House down King Street, I tried to imagine what it would look like
for Linnea to come to St Mark’s and visit the Bluestone in April 2122, 100 years from now. (BTW How
amazing that dear Ruth, a botanist by training 80 years ago, would know that Linnea, whose mother
Jessica named her after her twin sister Lindsay and the twin flower, knew that the botanical name for the
twin flower is Linnea Borealis!)
What St Mark’s will be like 100 years from now is hard for anyone to predict. We know that all the
demographic prognosticators predict that the Anglican Church of Canada won’t survive until 2040. By
then we will have closed up shop, sold oﬀ to the highest bidder and turned out the lights of St Mark’s. But
I remember an article written by my former Bishop of New Westminster and dear friend Melissa
Skelton. After reading of this dire fate she wrote an article that began with the word RUBBISH! Then
followed her 10 points for the future of the church from which I have taken inspiration. Here goes:
1) There will always need be houses of prayer: I believe that we humans have an innate and
aspirational need for lifting up to the divine. Call it prayer, meditation, mindfulness or whatever - but
houses of prayer are essential places of solace, sacred spaces needed by all sorts and conditions of men and
women now and into 2122. The BCP and BAS may well be diﬀerent, but our task is to find ever creative
ways to sustain our Life of Prayer. We have the seeds of this from our Life of Prayer Lenten series. I pray
for use for example of the incredible resources of spiritual preferences and practices in the REVIVE
program. As our new Rector’s Warden Eric Austin put it “ When I was a teenager I learned to meditate and
that daily practice has enriched, grounded and uplifted me for 50 years. The spiritual teacher from whom I learned the
practice used to say that there are two options for growth in the tree of our lives. We can run about polishing leaves or
we can water the root. I hope that in the next 100 years we will nourish our faith through deep inner commitment to
God by sharing practices that water the root of our faith’.
2) Creative ways of passing on and continuing in the Apostle’s teachings: In our baptismal vows
we commit to this, as couples in their marriage vows commit themselves to each other, now and 100
years from now. Teaching the faith and Christian education, as Peter Kedwell and the many teachers here
know, will be vital for future. Despite challenges in educational institutions themselves, there will be
centres of learning, colleges, universities and denominational schools where religious studies and
Christian history, doctrine and practise will be taught. The apostle’s teachings will be creatively taught
from the Vatican to Harvard to Toronto School of Theology. The task will be to ensure it is passed on
from generation to generation and especially to the young with biblical literacy courses which in fact are
plentiful. The Bible and the communities like St Mark’s that surround themselves with its teachings will, I
believe, find ways to teach and reach our children’s children even amidst an increasingly secular world.
St Mark’s Port Hope
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3) New insights and research about our Christian faith: Bishop Somerville of New West preached a
brilliant sermon once about the phrase ‘hear what the Spirit is saying to the church’. For 2000 years the
Spirit of holiness, of research, of discovery has unearthed so many heavenly things about Christianity. We
have every reason to believe that will continue for the next 100 years, and bless us with new insights.
4) Raising up leadership that is servant-based with ministry networks: For this I look to the
leadership model presented by the greatest evangelist and networker of all time - the Apostle Paul. I
respect traditional, conservative and orthodox clergy, AND I see the vital need for leadership that is
creative, progressive, spirit-filled and smart. With all the tools and technology we have now, St.Paul would
be so envious. We can be part of a new reformation of church leaders, lay and ordained, communicating
the Gospel with the expanding set of tools, and the activism of servant-based ministry. Understanding
better how to build, nourish and expand networks, we can scale up our service to Christian ministries
locally and globally for at least the next 100 years, God being our helper.
5) Small Christian groups/churches will continue to bring change: As Margaret Mead famously
said ‘never doubt that small, thoughtful group of committed (Christians) can change the world’. There may
well be megachurches and massive gatherings of the 10 billion people on Earth in 2122. But small groups to
strengthen human relationships will always be gathering and be nurtured by divine life. As the early church
began with small home gatherings of sharing, so will St Mark’s be a home among homes of the faithful.
6) Ongoing church dialogue regarding Artificial Intelligence and the MetaVerse: Some of the
most profound tech advances we see already are with artificial intelligence and alternative metaverses. It
may be science fiction, but the machines of science continue to impact our world. However, like the
printing press, the steam engine and the personal computer we Christians will adapt to these changes. Like
all tools and technologies they provide enormous benefits and grave dangers. So the dialogue between the
religions of science and the mysteries of faith will be ongoing in 2122. Thankfully some theologians and
ethicists are already monitoring these technological advances and what they may mean to our communities
of morality and faith. One hundred years from now we may well see many new technological advantages
for gatherings of the faithful in even stronger ways in Port Hope and in a more hopeful, caring world.
7) Being cultural and religious: As well as sustaining the core of our Christian beliefs for 2000 years,
we have relied on cultural expressions in languages, customs, rituals and art to pass our faith from
generation to generation. Many of theses cultural manifestations have blurred, even damaged, the faith
principles of the Gospels with nationalistic, militaristic and colonial manifestations of culture. But Jewish
and Chinese cultures have kept the Hebrews and Confucian faiths alive for 3000 years. Our embrace of
culture and multiculturalism, with all of its creativity will be some of the means by which our Christian
faith will be given expression and passed on.
8) Falling Upward into 2122: It is a Fr Richard Rohr insight, that in every generation we live our lives in
two halves. The first half is spent in finding our identity, our partner, our job and the containers that
contain us. But the second half is when we set out to discover the meaning and purpose of our lives. He
traces this back over 2000 years to Homer’s Odysseus, but also in the Gospels, especially in Luke-Acts
journeys. The stories of all the disciples, martyrs and saints of our faith went on this journey. In 2122 there
will be many who will want and need to come to St. Mark’s on that second half of life journey as they
search for even deeper meaning and purpose, and their place in the mysteries of life and love.
St Mark’s Port Hope
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FATHER WILLIAM’S THIRD CENTURY REFLECTION:
WHAT WILL ST MARK’S BE LIKE A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW?
9) Surviving the apocalypses with Laudato Si: Just as now we are experiencing a global pandemic,
like the Spanish flu 100 years ago, and as we witness war as St Mark’s experienced in 1914, there is every
reason to think that the next 100 years will bring unimaginable apocalyptic devastation to many parts
of our interconnected world. Plus with increased pollution, poverty and inequality, our Christian call to
ministry is even greater. A guidebook that shows us the way was penned by Pope Francis in his
encyclical Laudato Si. He bases our Christian call to action in our beliefs in the incarnation and the
resurrection leading to profound understanding of the interrelationship of all things in creation. For me
and I pray for us, it is the singular most important encyclical for the worldwide church to follow,. In
2122 at the end of our Third Century, Linnea and her friends will thank us for following these ways.
10) Joy and wonder in all Your works: One of my favourite prayers in our baptismal rite is f0r us all
to have ‘inquiring minds and discerning hearts, and the joy and wonder in all your works’. No matter
what the future has and unfolds for us, for our children and grandchildren, as we pray keep alive in this
prayer, St. Mark’s will be thriving in 2122. We are not called to be dogmatic or cynical, worship scientific
materialism and selfishness. We are called to rise up, to become members of the Body of Christ and put
on the Mind of Christ. Above all, as we see into the future, worlds yet unborn although known to the
Alpha and Omega of God, let us have inquiring minds ana discerning hearts and celebrate our embrace
of the worlds of joy and wonder in the universes of all God’ works. And All shall be well.
I hope these Third Century reflections of mine prompt you to think about and help bring in God’s
future for us at St. Mark’s. Perhaps we can then bury them all in a time capsule to be opened 100 years
from now. Better still let us, as we say each week, pass on our faith, hope and love ‘with a power
working in us from generation to generations in the church and in Christ Jesus’, Amen.

St Mark’s Port Hope
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CANTATE DAY IN TORONTO
Some of St. Mark’s Cantate Singers had a wonderful day out in Toronto with organist and choir director
Randy Mills, singing at St. James Cathedral and at St. Mary Magdalene’s. Dean Stephen Vail welcomed us
at the Cathedral, and retired Archbishop Colin Johnson attended the Eucharist and thanked us for singing.
St Mary Magdalene's parish administrator, Elisabeth Beattie, recorded some of the singing, and will send
me a video once she has downloaded it. Thank you for your support of our young people!

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR
St. Mark’s Marchers rejoice after a hugely successful fundraiser for the Green Wood Coalition.
Thanks to Phil Redford for all of his leadership and passion for this cause, and for all who
contributed a record amount for such a needy ministry.

St Mark’s Port Hope
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
This year, Easter fell almost as late as it can ever be.
Its date falls on the first Sunday after the first full
moon following the Equinox (Spring). This year, the
full moon was April 16, so Easter was April 17.
Lent began six weeks earlier, then came Ash
Wednesday, to be followed by Pentecost on June 5.
Pentecost, also known as Whitsunday, celebrates the
descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples after Jesus’
Ascension.

Easter 2022

LES ROBLING, PAINTER AND POET
INVASION - MATER DOLOROSA
Stabat Mater
A lament for fallen children, cut down
By bullets bombs and mines They carry the burden of the cross,
Cascading tears flow, at their loss Mater Dolorosa

A rare event was held at our Rectory on the evening of
Maundy Thursday: a Passover Seder was served to a
gathering of St. Markers. The ritual meal is the basis
for the Last Supper and our Holy Communion.

Stabat Mater
Weeping, for the spilled blood of their innocents
Lying crumpled, limp and spent –
They all carry the grief and the pain,
Desolate, and moaning the oﬀspring slain Mater Dolorosa

This year, the celebration of Easter, Passover and
Ramadan all occurred at the same time. The Paschal
Meal belongs to the Jewish faith and is not familiar to
many Christians. During the meal, many prayers are
said by the person playing the role of ‘father’ - in our
case, Fr. William - with responses read by the guests.

Stabat Mater
As they behold their gentle babes forsaken,
Dead, defiled and bloodied –
They all carry heartache and torment,
Distress, and their very soul is rent –
Mater Dolorosa

The meal began with a separate plate containing foods
that are symbolic of the Hebrews’ liberation from
Egypt. These included green herbs and salt water into
which we dip them; a salad-type serving of apple,
walnuts and honey; and unleavened bread, known as
matzoh. Before the items were eaten, our ‘father’ said
prayers, and all who were present read additional
prayers. Guests took four sips of wine as important
parts of the symbolic meal. The main course was
delicious roast lamb and vegetables, symbolizing the
sacrificed lamb at Passover.

Stabat Mater
Lamenting the inhumanity surrounding them,
Destruction, gore and chaos They all carry miseries so deep

Thanks for the preparation go to hosts Fr. William and
his wife, Eileen Turner; and also to our next-door
neighbour on King Street, Bill Kamula, who is a
master chef, among his many talents.

St Mark’s Port Hope

10

Jacob’s Ladder

PARISH HALL RENO

Third Century

Easter 2022

LES ROBLING POEM
ONCE
Our parish hall has undergone a
Once
In honour of the 200th
great transformation: Work has
Just once
anniversary of St. Mark’s (first
been carried out to improve the
When the sky
known as St. John’s), the Third
acoustics. We may remember
Turns reds and dawn-tinted
Century Committee decided to
that previously when a crowd
And the colours run wild
find pictures of as many former
assembled, there was a
Over the distant horizon
rectors of the church as possible,
cacophony of people’s voices
Of the tranquil mirrored lake
dating back to 1822, and then have
with their words muﬄed and
Will
them framed and mounted.
indistinct.
There be
A winged seraph
Largely undertaken by David
Now with a collection of new
Brooks, archivist, the six frames of Sent from some heaven
baﬄes all around the walls, the
No matter whose heaven
five photos each celebrate the
diﬀerence is amazing. Everyone
Bringing a message of peace
Christian witness and ministry of
will notice what a positive
the 30 rectors who have served the On golden angelic wings
change this has made. The
So
parish since 1822. This plan was
improved sound extends into the
attempted in 1972 (150th) and 1997 All can
area underneath the balcony.
See very plainly
(175th) on previous major
And the icing on the cake? The
The torment will presently
anniversaries but never came to
baﬄes even look good. In a
Be crushed by the spirit
fruition.
subdued colour, they blend with
Finally forever and ever
the existing neutral shade of the Missing are three photos for which
Amen
walls.
we continue to search. The frames, And
custom-made by Graeme Steel of
The blood
We can now enjoy the
Ganaraska Art and Framing, will
Spilled so freely
improvement the new baﬄes
hang in the sacristy passageway
Reddening the red line
have made in the hall.
between the church and parish
Flowing into tilted gutters
hall.
Alongside the wracked
STOP!

St Mark’s Port Hope
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Graham Cotter’s new Book ‘The Topher’
It’s the summer of 1974 and Linda and Debbie Scace
are looking for entertainment in their small rural
community of Warkworth, Ontario. One day while out
for a walk in the woods, the two sisters encounter a
young man camping alone who introduces himself as
the Topher. As their friendship develops, the Topher
reveals a secret: all his life he’s had an inexplicable
psychic connection to a young man named John⎯one
that defies both space and time⎯given that John is
alive and well in the year 1838. And it’s not just the
Topher who seems to be able to jump around in time.
Soon Linda and Debbie are transported back to John’s
time and are quickly swept up in the simmering
political storm that is pushing their community towards
rebellion.
Graham Cotter, is hosting a new launch of The Topher,
and its companion, Drumlin Fever, will be on sale at
3pm on May 14 at St. Mark’s. Each costs $20 (or $28 if
mailing is necessary). They are available at Furby House
Books, as well at St. Mark’s.

Easter 2022

Elemer Bogyay’s new book
Elemer has written a book that chronicles his life
from the time of the Hungarian Revolution in
through his emigration to Canada and the life that
followed. The book, entitled The Truth, the
Whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth, is
written in his mother tongue.
Elemer came to Canada after the Hungarian
Revolution of 1956, having played an integral part in
the struggle, which garnered him many medals and
awards. Soon after the Revolution ended, some
200,000 Hungarians fled their country, hoping
there would be help from the United Nations.
Elemer stayed on, but when it became known that
the Secret Police were looking for him, it was clear
that he would have to leave his beloved homeland.
Elemer’s coming to Canada was a series of lucky
chances, and it seemed predestined that he would
end up in Port Hope married to the love of his life
and mother of their children, Helen Thompson.
Helen and Elemer became devoted members of the
St. Mark’s as soon as they arrived in Port Hope, and
they contributed much to the life of the church for
many years. Together, they organized St. Valentine’s
Day dances for several years, that were much
enjoyed and raised substantial revenue for the St.
Mark’s.
With the help of a few other couples in the church,
Helen and Elemer hosted a family of ‘Boat People’ –
refugees fleeing the humanitarian crisis in Vietnam.
They welcomed a young couple into their home and
the couple soon became parents. Together with the
congregation of St. Mark’s they helped give this
family the chance of a better life in Canada.
Helen was a much-loved member of her community
and genuinely cared about the people in it. It was
with deep sadness that the Bogyay family lost Helen
to cancer 10 years ago.

St Mark’s Port Hope
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic many people have
worked behind the scenes to keep
our church safe and respond to
the ever changing protocols. I
thank everyone who has been
involved and especially Bennett
and Arlo Duck who have
faithfully supported grandma

Third Century

COVID UPDATE
THE RETURN TO THE GREEN
STAGE
On March 23, 2022, the Bishop’s
Oﬃce released this announcement:
“With faith and trust, and in deep
thanksgiving, we announce today
that the Diocese of Toronto will
move to the Green Stage - the
removal of all COVID-19
restrictions, except the vaccine
policy for staﬀ and volunteers - as of
April 27th. On that date, across the
Diocese, the wearing of masks
becomes optional, all parishes may
resume the informal sharing of food
and drinks and may once again oﬀer
the Common Cup in the
Eucharist.”

St. Mark’s continues to evaluate the
current state of the virus in our
local area. Recent data released
from our health unit indicates the
presence of community spread and
the wastewater viral counts from
Cobourg indicate rates 5 times
higher than in January at the height
of the Omicron wave. There is no
need to panic as this was expected,
the new BA.2 variant is more
Gwen in topping up the COVID transmissible and protocols have
supplies, redistributing the prayer been relaxed by the provincial
government. We encourage you to
books and hymnals and most
continue to be cautious and follow
recently in the labour intensive
the protocols which have protected
task of stripping the taped areas
in the church. I promised them a you so far – wear your mask
indoors, distance, continue to
‘very satisfying tape ripping
sanitize, maintain your vaccination
experience’ …I was told it was
status and monitor who you gather
more work than satisfaction but
with indoors.
they persisted to the very end …
with Timbits as encouragement!
St Mark’s Port Hope

Easter 2022

SIMNEL CAKE and
UKRAINIAN EASTER BREAD
DELIGHTS CONGREGATION
Special thanks to our King Street
neighbour, Bill Kamula who baked a
beautiful, rich Simnel cake and
generously gave it to the parishioners
of St. Mark’s. Bill, a lawyer by
profession, is a master baker.
Needless to say, his Simnel cake was
rich, moist and delicious, and enjoyed
by everyone who at a piece of it.

Then in addition Bill (who with his
wife Jeanne has Ukrainian heritage)
baked us three delicious loaves of
Easter bread which we shared at the
Easter Vigil and Easter Morning as
the communion bread. Everyone was
so impressed with the bread as well as
the solidarity with our Ukrainian
brothers and sisters.
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Many thanks to all who contributed articles for
this Jacob’s Ladder. Thanks especially to Claire
Mowat and Cathy Carlyle for their
assistance in writing, collecting and editing the
many articles submitted for this Easter edition.
Also many thanks to Anne Oram for her
articles and photos.
The next Jacob’s Ladder, planned to come out
in the fall and will hopefully be a post-COVID
update of plans and events to continue the
celebrations of our 200th Anniversary Year.
Contributions to that edition are welcome any
time to Cathy or Claire.

Jacob’s Ladder Newsletter
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