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AMONG
We mourn the death of John
Peel, who died recently at the
age of 95. John and his late
wife, Audrey, were faithful
members of this church for
many years.

There are now five young
trees in the grounds around
the church: Red Maple,
Serviceberry, Magnolia, Tulip
Tree and Hawthorne. The new
Hawthorne is replacing the
one planted in 1954 in honour
of the Queen’s Coronation
which was the previous year.
That tree died many years ago.
Marilyn Moore has recently
moved into her new
apartment in Cobourg, which
she likes very much. Terry
Moore is now living in Rose
Glen Seniors’ Apartments in
Port Hope.
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We now have 140 new Boxwood
plants in our cemetery. They are
planted within the quadrangle
which contains the graves of the
Elias Smith family, dating back to
the 19th Century. Read Suzanne
Camm’s article in this edition of
Jacob’s Ladder

Thanks to Carol Poste, the
Early Risers and all who helped
with the Strawberry Luncheon
on June 27. Seventy-four people
ordered the delicious packed
lunch, which included
sandwiches, pickles, local
strawberries, dessert and a drink.
We picked up our orders after
In August, Fr. William and his the 10:30am service. It was a
wife, Eileen Turner, headed to special treat to help us celebrate
Nova Scotia, stopping first in
a gradual re-opening of St. Mark’s
Joliette, Quebec, where William’s after many months of Covid
daughter, Lindsay, was playing the restraints. The luncheon raised
oboe in an outdoor concert with close to $1,400 for the parish,
the Montreal Philharmonic
and now we have raised half of
Orchestra. They visited Claire
our fundraising goals for this year.
Mowat at her summer home in
Dick and Pat Symonds have
River Bourgeois.
been married for 65 years, and
Also in August, the Brooks/
plan to celebrate their wedding
Prower family – David, Liz
anniversary on Oct. 27th. They
and Dougie and their fivehave been members of St. Mark’s
month old puppy – visited Nova for 64 years and 10 months –
Scotia where they savoured the
almost the entire length of their
ocean, the beaches and many
marriage.
other points of interest, including
Carol Poste will retire October
two places where David’s father, a
31 when Gould’s Footwear closes.
World War Two fighter pilot, had
She has been there for 20 years
trained. They visited Claire
and the manager for the past
Mowat at her summer home, and
four. Gould’s has been in business
drove her back to Port Hope.
for 133 years, which must be a
record.
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ON THE MOVE
Peter Abrams and Deborah
Henderson have moved in to
their new home on Peacock
Boulevard in Port Hope, after
having lived in their former
home for over 30 years.

Patrick Gray and Cathy
Carlyle sold their house and will
be moving into their next house
in early December, on Jarvis
Drive. Meanwhile, they continue
to enjoy life at their cottage on
Pigeon Lake in the Kawarthas,
where they have been living
during the pandemic since
March 2020 (except for two
months in Port Hope). When
they can, they drive down from
the lake to attend St. Mark’s.
Cathy Carlyle’s son Adrian
age 42, became a first-time Dad
to Benjamin Patrick CarlyleGordge on June 18th, the same
birthday as Cathy’s daughter and
Patrick’s oldest son. Ben, Adrian
and his partner, Sarah Oliveira,
are all doing well. Patrick feels
very honoured to have had a
second baby named after him,
with one of Cathy’s grandnephews called Michael Patrick!
St Mark’s, Part Hope
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PRESERVE SALE

SUMMER BBQ & PICNIC

In the spirit of the
Hollyberry Bazaar there
will be a preserve sale on
Saturday October 23
between 10 and 12 noon
outside the parish hall at St.
Mark’s with a wide
selection of jams, jellies and
savouries. Cash only.
COVID protocols in place.
Rain date Oct 30.

A delightful picnic was held at
the rural property of Steve
Poste, an event we have
enjoyed for several years now. It
was a pleasure to be there on a
perfect day in August, along
with many of our parishioners
and other visitors who joined in
the fellowship and fun. A
delicious lunch of barbecued
burgers and hot dogs was
served, with dessert and a
choice of beverages.

Questions: Gwen Duck
905-885-8798
FARLEY MOWAT PARK
On Oct. 29, where a half-size
replica of a boat-roofed house
is situated on the east side of
the Ganaraska River, that
section of Rotary Park is
renamed Farley Mowat Park to
honour the celebrated author,
who used to live on King Street
in Port Hope. Claire, and
family members, Fr
William, Peter Kedwell and
Wade Rowland were all in
attendance for the ceremony,

The property, which can be
reached via a network of
country roads, is a marvellous
expanse of lawns surrounded by
a forest of trees in the vicinity
of Warkworth. There are
various shelters and outdoor
games that Steve has added
over time. This is a beautiful,
little-known corner of Ontario,
with Steve’s large, grassy land in
the midst of an uncrowded,
green oasis. How fortunate we
are that Steve makes this place
available to us. In this age of
restrictions and lockdowns, the
extended family of St. Mark’s
can celebrate a happy summer
day together.
Many thanks to Steve Poste for
providing this idyllic space and
to his mother, Carol Poste, who
added so much, and to all those
who helped with the lunch, the
lucky draw and the arranging of
all those tables and chairs.
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THE MYSTERY OF
CONVERSATION WITH GOD
God creates the universe,
not identified with the universe, but distinctly Maker —
as Maker/Creator, God is everywhere
- not one where, but everywheredness.
God is known to us because we exist with interiority.
Interiority is a gift from our Maker.
By it we know everything including ourselves,
it takes the form of consciousness in us.
We also know exteriority
by which we know things as objects:
Interiority works in us alongside exteriority,
also called faith and reason
known to us each, reflects our Maker
The very stones, known for exteriority,
have within, that which cries out
in recognition of God in the exterior world.
As God makes us we ourselves are made.
So we from within our bodies bring out
The sounds and shapes
In prayer, song and dance
The structure of home and worship
and by our lives and works
“Their sound has gone out through all lands
and their message to the ends of the world”.
Begin in the Silence
World - listen for the Word
open our Praise
urge needs of All
Be still
in the Word
join the banquet.
By The Rev’d Dr. Graham Cotter
St Mark’s Port Hope
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FRIENDS OF ST MARK’S
For years St. Mark’s has been blessed with the
help of those people we describe as ‘Friends of
St. Mark’s’ who contribute their time and
talents to help with all the tasks that must be
carried out to make this church operate. We
receive support from the St. Mark’s Heritage
Foundation, which, while it includes church
members, also has many dedicated non-St. Mark’s
members. The Foundation is responsible mainly
for the maintenance and repairs to our beautiful
heritage church building. Other Friends help take
care of the spacious grounds and cemetery
that surround our church and parish hall. The
planting of flowers, shrubs and trees makes a
diﬀerence to the pastoral beauty we see every day.
When our renowned Hollyberry Bazaar takes
place (currently suspended due to Covid-19),
many Friends help with the baking, selling,
serving, kitchen tasks and ticket sales. During
Christmas at St. Mark’s Craft Sale, we rent
space to artisans, and again there are many
Friends who make that day a success. From timeto-time Performing Friends, who sing or play
instruments, add their talents to our own church
musicians. We are fortunate that St. Mark’s has a
special place in this community. Much of our
good reputation is due to the support we get
from our numerous friends. As we enter the
200th year of our church, we are grateful for
participation from all the Friends of St Mark’s
who support all we do to make our parish the
special place it is for so many.
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MUSICAL NOTES
Our favourite singer, former St.
Mark’s chorister Ellen Torrie,
returned with friend and
colleague Leah Weitzner to
provide spectacular music for
our morning Eucharist and an
afternoon concert on Sunday,
July 18. What a privilege and
pleasure it was to hear them sing
a magnificent garland of sacred
and secular music from the
Courts of Europe. July’s concert
was special, however, not least as
the second church concert in
Ontario after the province
partially reopened that month
(Dominion-Chalmers United,
Ottawa beat us by two days!).
It has been a wonderful tonic to
lead our Cantate Chimers
each week as they recorded
Evening Prayer (on Wednesday,
for Sunday) and rang hymns for
us at the Sunday Eucharist. I am
exceedingly grateful for their
commitment, and for that of
their parents, who have made
chiming a priority.
A highlight was having Chimers
lead worship while Fr. William
was away. Kate Legakis, our
Head Chorister, presided
expertly for two Sundays, and
gave thoughtful, and thoughtprovoking, homilies both days.
One week, three of our Chimers
added to the youth-oriented
service by reading. Thank you to
Fr Graham for supporting their
work through his role at both
services.
St Mark’s Port Hope
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FROM ORGAN BENCH
We have said farewell to a Chimer
- Alex Galanter - who has moved
on to studies at the University of
Ottawa. He told me his course
(which I have unfortunately
forgotten!) – it sounded like an
advanced science degree! His sister
Zoe continues to be a dedicated
Chimer and reader.
We’ve gained a committed new
Chimer: Jaxson. He, his mom,
Amanda Kinsella, and younger
brother Jakob, have been with us
since July, and Jaxson has quickly
learned many chiming skills.
Welcome! Also noted: Killari
Geale Quispe has returned with
mom Lili and sister Iris from the
summer in Peru (dad David has
remained in South America for
work). Those on FaceBook may
have seen stunning posts from
their visit to Machu Picchu!
One final Chimers note: the
magnificent DVD of Christmas
Carols, chimed by our ringers,
and featuring stunning video
footage of Port Hope by
videographer Tyler Matoﬀ, is
available for Christmas gift-giving.
Only $5 for 25 minutes of music,
and full of beautiful shots of St
Mark’s Church and the Port Hope
area,.

AN INSPIRING TRIO
During three Sundays in July, we
were treated to the music of a
string trio with organ
accompaniment. What a great
addition it was to our Sunday
church service. There were three
performances each time: a
prelude, another after the homily
and the final one during the
ablutions. All the pieces were
from the Mozart Epistle
Sonatas, composed between
1772 and 1780, and were intended
to be part of a religious service.
Deborah Henderson was the
principal violinist, and with her
were two visiting string
musicians – Saskia Tompkins
and Andrew Randall. This trio
added so much to our church
service, especially as we are still
under Covid-19 restrictions,
which means we cannot sing
hymns which have always been
an important component of our
Sunday worship. These glorious
sonatas were the perfect music
to uplift us.
We are grateful for all the
musicians’ participation, and
hope they will return during the
winter months.

Best wishes to Randy as he
recovers from cataract
surgery on one eye with the
other being treated in November!
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THIRD
“Honouring Our Past,
Visioning Our Future”
We are pleased to outline this
overview of our committee’s
work and achievements since its
inception to the present as we
prepare for our celebrations in
2022.
A portion of the Eucharistic
doxology prayer (BAS p. 214)
has been inscribed in script on
the lower portion of the balcony.
Five memorial trees have
been planted on the church
campus, three in the cemetery
and two on the grounds of the
rectory. Plaques to be placed at
the base of each tree have been
ordered and will be installed in
November.
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CENTURY
The Rt. Rev. Linda Nicholls,
Primate of Canada, will
preach on St. Mark’s Day Sunday
in late April. Other guest
speakers have also been
contacted including Her
Excellency Mary Simon,
Governor-General of Canada,
and the Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil,
present Bishop of Toronto.
Rectors’ Rogues’ Gallery:
Photos of all our rectors, past
and present, have been delivered
by David Brooks to Graham
Steele at Ganaraska Art for
matting, framing and calligraphy.

PETER KEDWELL
Peter Kedwell has been named
the first recipient of the inaugural
Beverley Patterson Wood
Alumni Award of
Distinction for Outstanding
Volunteer Service to Huron
University College, his alma
mater. The award was established
to recognize, honour and
celebrate members of the alumni
for outstanding professional
achievement, community service
or volunteer contribution to
Huron.

Dr. Barry Craig, President of
Huron, remarked that “this
Community service and outreach award recognizes the many years
are a hallmark of our work in the worth of remarkable volunteer
contributions and commitment to
town and surrounding area. On
exce!ence. Peter exemplifies a! the
Graham Cotter’s support to
leadership with heart qualities that
intensify our service eﬀorts, we
are working with Fare Share and Huron insti!s in our students. Thank
A report on the acoustical
you for demonstrating that one can be
Greenwood Coalition through
remediation of the parish
a leader in education as we! as the
Phil Redford, a member of
hall has been prepared; materials
community”.
GWC Board.
from three diﬀerent sources are
Peter will be in London on
being investigated to improve
October 15 to receive the award
the sound.
from Dr. Craig and to tour the
A celebration banner created
new academic building which his
by Bronwen Ruttan and
Class of 1969 helped to fund
manufactured by LA Signs has
under his leadership.
been installed on the west tower
above the main entrance.
Memorabilia in the form of
tower crosses (Peter Goering)
and pewter ornaments (Suzanne
Camm) are available for sale.

St Mark’s Port Hope
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Patrick Gray has just published what he calls his ‘last
academic book’, Claiming the Mantle of Cyril. A lot has
been written about this Cyril, late-fourth-century Patriarch of
Alexandria, and his rival Nestorius, Archbishop of
Constantinople, almost all of it focused on doctrine: Was it
orthodox, for instance, to call Mary the ‘Mother of God’, or to
speak of ‘one nature' of Christ? Patrick takes a diﬀerent
approach never attempted before. He wants to know how the
bishops fought for their position. He finds bishops behaving
badly. They lie and cheat; they rig church councils and doctor
their minutes; they insist that an old monk read his statement
of defence himself knowing that he is blind! Woven through
the documents is a central tactic adopted and developed by
Cyril’s opponents: 'We have to accept that we cannot triumph by
directly con"onting him; his reputation for orthodoxy is too strong.
Instead, we must try every trick in the book to convince the church
that- astonishingly- we, and not those who a! along have claimed to be
Cyri!ians, are Cyril’s true fo!owers, genuine Cyri!ians, entitled to
wear the mantle of Cyril. Under this disguise, we can carry on our
campaign against Cyril and Cyri!ians.’ No wonder the church
has been confused ever since!

Charis Cotter’s latest book, The Do!house: A Ghost
Story was released on August 31. This novel has a very
special connection to St. Mark’s and Port Hope: It was
inspired by a local landmark, The Bluestone house on
Dorset Street, and it is dedicated to two of our
parishioners, Ruth Redelmeier and Sarah Legakis. It’s
a story about a beautiful old Georgian house, a train that
runs right by it, and a very spooky dollhouse. Like all
Charis’s books, it features ghosts, a mystery, oatmeal
cookies and lots of spooky thrills.
Charis, who lives in Newfoundland, will be in Ontario
staying with her dad, Graham Cotter, throughout October.
You can buy autographed copies of The Do!house from
Charis or her dad: 705-924-2492. Or email:
gandecotter@gmail.com. Just in time for a spooky
Halloween read, there will be a book signing at Furby
House Books, 65 Walton Street, Port Hope on
Saturday October 30, from 2 to 4 p.m., with COVID
protocols in place.
St Mark’s Port Hope

6

Jacob’s Ladder

October 2021

FATHER WILLIAMS TRIBUTE TO ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS NINETIETH BIRTHDAY OCTOBER 7th
A former professor and mentor of Fr Wi!iam, Dr Kwok Pui Lan, an outstanding Anglican woman scholar "om
Hong Kong, asked him and a few others to write a tribute to Desmond Tutu in honour of his 90th. The fu! article
wi! be published in the Anglican Theological Review next month. Here is an excerpt of Fr Wi!iam’s contribution.
They were heady times when I
entered seminary coming from
Canada to Cambridge, Mass in the
fall of 1976. Sister Mary Emil, a
Catholic Nun, introduced me to
liberation theology, coming from
the global south on the writings of
Gustavo Gutierrez and others. I
was so compelled by this theological
framework that I poured over the
works of James Cone on Black
Liberation Theology, and Carter
Heyward on Women and Feminist
Liberation. Somehow by God’s
mysterious leading I decided to do
my thesis on ‘Liberation Theology
and the Palestinians’. Worlds away I
heard of the Soweto Uprising in
South Africa and the assassination
of Steve Biko. I participated in ‘End
Apartheid’ rallies and marches, even
trying to get Harvard to divest from
firms doing business there. Then I
heard of an Anglican Bishop who
became head of the South African
Council of Churches named
Desmond Tutu. What inspiration
he gave me, combining heady times
of protest and liberation with hearts
full of love and compassion. He was
for me a radical embodiment of the
Anglican Theology of Incarnation.
He knows, as with Jesus, that the
divine spark within us ultimately
seeks Truth and Reconciliation.
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Looking back now it hasn’t entirely
been 40 years in the wilderness of
the struggles for liberation and
compassion. Nelson Mandela was
released and became President of
South Africa. The forceful
emergence of women in the church
and the world is unstoppable. Black
Lives are mattering more now than
ever. But sadly Palestinians have
even less of a voice, so divided and
conquered are they by oppression
and injustice at every turn. The
recent explosion of asymmetry and
lack of accountability by the west is
our shame and our complicity. It is
as dire for Palestinians now as it was
for Biko, Mandela and Tutu in 1976.
But for 90 years Desmond Tutu
doesn’t seem to know how to give
up hope for God’s justice and
compassion to break in. As a Black
South African church leader he is
not riddled with post-holocaust
guilt that silences the voices of
most church leaders in the west. He
knows and has seen first hand as I
have the facts on the ground for
Palestinian Christians We have
walked where Jesus walked. Yet
today in the occupied territories, in
the second-class lives of Palestinians
in East Jerusalem, in dozens of
Palestinian refugee camps, and now
in the carnage inflicted again on

1.9 millions Gazans by the sixth
largest military in the world, backed
up by a nuclear arsenal in Dimona,
many have given up hope. But
Archbishop Tutu knows that these
injustices can not be solved by the
Palestinians alone. He knows that
the Jewish people in the State of
Israel cannot live in peace and
security, or in a democracy, by
endlessly occupying and oppressing
six million stateless Palestinians.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel
laureate, at the age of 90 knows the
words of Psalm 90: “The Lord has
been our refuge from one
generation to another”. Happy 90th
Birthday Desmond Tutu… from me
and my generation still seeking
liberation and refuge in the Lord of
love and justice for all.
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BOXWOOD KNOT & TOM LONG GARDENS
As well as the trees donated by parishioners to beautify
the church property and Rectory, a donation was made
of 140 Boxwoods planted in a Knot Garden design
within the cement enclosure wall that encloses the
Elias Smith family plot. It was Elias Smith who gave
the land on which the church was erected.
At this site the boxwoods (Buxus ‘Green Velvet’) have
been laid in a geometric pattern to add a degree of
formality, and a sense of permanence and solemnity, to
the memorial. Boxwoods and the required topsoil and
mushroom compost were a gift from Jean Banka and
Bill Kamula, neighbours next door to the north of the
church. Suzanne Camm, a neighbour across the
street, is the master gardener who designed the knot
garden and helped coordinate the planting.
The following text was written by Suzanne Camm and
published in a recent edition of The Anglican:
The idea of a knot garden can be traced back to the wa!ed
culinary and medicinal gardens of medieval times, when a
single species was o%en planted around and between crops to
clearly delineate diﬀerent plant compartments and minimize
uncertainty when harvesting. In the Elizabethan period, knot
patterns were elevated to a popular art form, adding
perspective and visual interest not only to gardens but also to
products created "om cra%s such as woodworking and
glassmaking.
The Tom Long Garden has received some much
needed tender care from Joyce Prince and Frank
Henderson with assistance by Gwen Duck this
summer. Under their direction, this stained-glassdesigned garden has been edited, fertilized and
replanted. They were able to include some mini yellow
irises which were original to the garden planted in Tom’s
memory. He was a St. Mark’s parishioner and was very
active in the church and community. Thanks again Joyce
and Frank. We are sure that Tom, who was an avid
gardener, would be pleased with your eﬀort

St Mark’s Port Hope

8

Jacob’s Ladder

St Mark’s Port Hope

October 2021

9

Jacob’s Ladder

October 2021

QUILTERS HARD AT WORK
St Mark's quilters returned in August to decoratively top-stitch the amazing technicolour dream quilt.
They have made wonderful progress and will continue on Wednesdays until it is finished.

HARVEST
THANKSGIVING

Dean of Canterburys

SHARING OUR
BOUNTY WITH
FARE SHARE
THANK YOU
ST MARKERS!
280 lbs. of generosity
was delivered to Fare
Share. (And that is
without the pumpkins)
GOD BLESS YOU
FOR YOUR
RESPONSE
St Mark’s Port Hope

Dean of Canterbury’s Canadian Thanksgiving Service!
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COVID UPDATE
As of Sept. 30, 2021, St. Mark’s
remains in the Amber Stage as
defined by the Anglican Diocese of
Toronto and Stage 3 of the Ontario
re-opening plan. The Diocese made
two major policy announcements
during the month of September:In a
letter dated Sept. 14, Bishop
Andrew Asbil stated, “After much
discussion, the bishops and
diocesan leadership have decided
not to require proof of vaccination
to attend worship in an Anglican
church in this Diocese.
On Sept. 19, the Diocese released
its COVID-19 Mandatory
Vaccination Policy requiring all
“Clergy, Employees and Volunteers
to be fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 unless a volunteer is less
than 12 years old”. Our Wardens,
Wayne Smith and Peter Abrams,
have been designated by the
Diocese to verify the proof of
vaccination and record this
information on a confidential
tracking sheet.
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The COVID-19 Mandatory
Vaccination Policy also applies to
those who rent or use the parish hall
for events or meetings. We are
pleased to welcome the return of 1st
St. Mark’s Beavers, Scouts and Cubs
to meetings Tuesday and Thursday
Evenings. Scouts Canada has a very
strict COVID-19 policy they will be
following in addition to our local
protocols. Yoga classes have returned
to the mezzanine and AA is meeting
Monday evenings and Thursday
mornings.
FUND RAISING EVENTS
Thanks to Carol Poste for hosting
a preserve sale at her home on
Freeman Drive on Oct. 2.

CANADIAN PRISONS AND
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS?
In a powerful sermon on June 6,
just days after the discovery of
thousands of unmarked children’s
graves outside of residential
schools in Canada, the Rev’d Dr
Carol Finlay, Founder and ED
of BookClubs for Inmates,
spoke of the continuing oppression
and injustice of indigenous
Canadians incarcerated in our
prisons. The 94 Calls to Action
from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission
sets out 17 recommendations for
changing and improving the
criminal justice system.

Carol suggested one of the actions
we can take is to write about these
matters to our MP, to the ministers
involved as well as the Prime
Minister. Father William on behalf
of St Mark’s did write a letter to
the PM, the content of which was
The final details for the Cookie Sale also shared with parishioners,
are still being worked through and
many of whom also sent letters.
will be announced soon.
We received a letter back from the
We have had several requests for
PM thanking us and committing to
rentals of the parish hall. We
Seasonal Greens will be on sale
further action on the 94.
continue to follow the guidelines
the end of November. Details to
limiting capacity to 25 in the parish follow. The following events are
Now that the federal election is
hall with no service of food or drink cancelled due to COVID restrictions
over, and Parliament to convene
at this time. We are seeking the
– the Hollyberry Bazaar and
this fall, we have an opportunity to
help of two or three parishioners to Christmas at St. Mark’s.
follow up with many other clergy
support the contact tracing/greeting
and lay leaders in our churches.
required each week at the 10:30
St Mark’s Heritage Foundation is
service. It is not a diﬃcult task and tentatively planning for a return of
Gwen Duck would be happy to
the Toronto Welsh Male Voice
review what is required with those
Choir next May 7 2022. Stay
who are interested.
tuned!
St Mark’s Port Hope

There will be a Preserve Sale on
Saturday Oct. 23 from 10am to
noon outside the parish all. All
COVID protocols in place. Cash
only. Rain date is Oct. 30.
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The Locke Stained Glass window, repaired
and restored by Russ McBride, is now
installed in the foyer of the parish hall. It looks
stunning, encased in a frame made by Russ and
backlit with LED lighting installed by Mark
Howe. A dedication service will follow.
Many thanks to Cathy Carlyle and Claire
Mowat for their assistance in writing,
collecting and editing the many articles
submitted by parishioners for this Autumn
edition of Jacob’s Ladder
The next Jacob’s Ladder, planned to come out
during Advent, will be a special edition
featuring details of the many special events and
celebrations planned for St Mark’s 200th
Anniversary as we begin and look forward to
our Third Century of ministry in and through
this sacred place.
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