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Reflection on Michaelmas 
Fr  Randy  Mur r ay   

Michaelmas is a shorthand 

term for the Feast of St. Michael 

and All Angels, a holy day 

celebrated on September 29 in 

many Western churches.  

It honours those angels 

named in the Bible—Michael, 

Gabriel, and Raphael—as well 

as the hosts of heaven that by 

tradition inhabit the heavenly 

court. They have traditionally 

been seen as messengers—

those who deliver the 

commands of God to human 

beings. Thus, they have been 

understood as intermediaries 

between earth and heaven.  

But alongside these heavenly 

entities, there are a number of 

other beings whose identity is 

more ambiguous. These 

include the angels mentioned 

in the Old Testament book of 

Genesis that enter the life of 

the patriarch Jacob, the subject 

of the feast’s first reading 

(Genesis 28.10-17; 32.24-30). In 

the context of his story, the 

mysterious beings with whom 

he comes in contact are not 

always named as angels, but 

nonetheless aid Jacob in his 

quest for personal integration 

and spiritual identity. 

The name Michaelmas comes 

from a shortening of Michael's 

Mass. This same shortening is 

found in other feasts of the 

church. For instance 

Christmas (Christ Mass) and 

Candlemas, otherwise known 

as the Presentation of Christ 

in the Temple. At this feast, 

the Candle Mass, candles to 

be used during the year were 

blessed. They were also were 

carried in procession as a sign 

of Christ’s light coming into 

the world
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200 Years of Anglican Presence in Port Hope 
Randy  Mills  

These next few years will see 

several celebrations marking 

two centuries of Anglican 

worship along the lakeshore.  

The opening event was a 

grand celebration at St John’s 

Church on Sun. Sept. 8, led by 

our new Diocesan Bishop, 

Andrew Asbil.   

Many St Markers attended 

along with area clergy and 

singers. The Bishop’s 

thoughtful sermon 

commended the coming 

together of St John’s, St Paul’s 

Perrytown and St Mark’s to 

mark this milestone.  The 

church was full, which added 

to the energy of the service.  

St John’s interim music 

director Elizabeth Barlow 

provided fine music and 

welcomed guest singers to an 

expanded choir – a treat in 

itself. Fr Randy Murray read 

the gospel. The Rev Marg 

Tandy participated in the 

celebration of the Eurcharist.  

Thus priests of all three Port 

Hope parishes participated.   

Retired clergy, including 

Canon John Read who 

offered closing remarks, were 

joined by area political 

dignitaries, MP Kim Rudd, 

MPP David Piccini and 

Mayor Bob Sanderson.  Each 

offered brief congratulations 

and Kim Rudd presented 

certificates from the Governor 

General of Canada, Julie 

Payette to recognize the 

contributions of the Anglican 

Parishes to the fabric of the 

community.  St John’s 

incumbent, Fr Jesse Parker, 

seemed happy – and relieved 

– after the success.
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Art & Reflection – Calla Lily  
Fr  Randy  Mur r ay

  

What does it mean to illustrate 

the idea of faith by using a 

Mapplethorpe photograph? 

Robert Mapplethorpe was the 

notorious photographer of the 

1980s best known for the 

shocking (at the time) subject 

matter of his work, often of an 

erotic-fetishistic nature. He 

was railed against by 

conservative American 

politicians (notably Jesse 

Helms), and in one instance 

negative outcry caused the 

cancellation of a retrospective 

exhibition of his work in a 

major museum.  

I provide this background 

information on the artist, not 

because it is interesting or 

titillating, but because it 

illustrates something 

important, I think, about the 

nature of religious faith as 

understood by me of the Letter 

to the Hebrews (11.1-16). In the 

famous first verse from that 

letter we hear the essence of 

what faith is in the Christian 

context: “Faith is the assurance 

of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” 

There’s a quality about the line 

that is at once quizzical and 

hopeful. The line and the 

material that follows it does 

not mention the qualities many 

might associate with faith. It 

doesn’t say for instance, to use 

the words of Thomas Merton, 

that faith is an emotion or 

feeling; an urge toward 

something vaguely 

supernatural, or an elemental 

need in one’s spirit. It is not the 

feeling that God exists, or 

“…that one is somehow saved 

or ‘justified’ for no special 

reason except that one feels 

that way.” It is not something 

that ”bubbles up out of the 

recesses of (our) soul and fills 

(us) with an indefinable ‘sense’ 

that everything is all right.” * 

Instead what faith is in 

Hebrews is the continuing 

revelation of truth as it is in 

God’s very self. It is the way or 

vital point of contact between 

ourselves, with our limited 

power to reason, and those 

truths which reason cannot 

grasp by itself. Faith, then, is 

that which draws us to the 

fulfillment of our deepest 

longing, which lies beyond the 

grasp of what is knowable by 

sense or observation, that 

which is unseen. Faith begins 

with our assent to the 

possibility that truth cannot be 

fully grasped by observation 

with the eyes of our natural 

experience. Faith then 

continues in a journey of 

incremental revelation: God’s 

revealing of God’s self to us 

through prayer, study, insight, 

and con-tact with others. But 

while faith begins with 

intellectual assent (to the 

possibility that the fullness of 

truth resides beyond our 

natural ability to reason), faith 

cannot remain at that point 

and call itself faith. Faith is 

after all the “conviction of 

things unseen.” What faith 

leads us to is not a more 

confident assent to 

propositions about God, but to 

God in all God’s fullness—who 

God really is. Our historic 

creeds contain propositions 

about God. They tell us 

something about the nature of 

God and the way God has 

acted in history. But a creed 

cannot reveal who God is in 

God’s fullness—it cannot 

reveal the invisible and infinite 

God—only God can do that for 

God’s self.  

 The lily of the photo is a visual 

metaphor for this process. The 
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flower’s beauty attracts us. We 

express joy in its outer beauty, 

the part we can see, but that’s 

just the beginning. With assent 

given we are drawn into the 

mysteries that faith reveals: the 

stem, then the earth itself, the 

source of life and the very 

being of God. This is the faith 

of Abraham and Sarah. It is the 

faith that moved them from 

the propositions they firmly 

grasped, to the journey of 

incremental revelation into 

God’s presence. For us the 

journey involves things we on 

our part can do. The practice of 

several prayer forms is helpful: 

petition and intercession for 

the relief of the world’s 

suffering, wordless meditation 

that invites God to shape our 

perceptions and open our 

understanding of ourselves in 

relation to him, and Lectio 

Divina which opens our hearts 

to the movement of God as 

revealed in scripture. With 

other Christians on the way of 

faith, we commune with God 

through Christ in the 

sacrament of the Eucharist, the 

worship of the Church. In 

these ways and others we 

journey in that faith which 

leads away from acrimonious 

arguments about what one 

must think and believe (railing 

and crying when revelation 

arrives in guises unrecognized 

by us), and to a contemplative 

faith—those clean windows—

by which God reveals God’s 

self to us and makes his home 

in us.   

Wardens @ Work  
Mar ion Thompson (Rect or ’s  W ar den)

Since the last meeting in June, 

we have said goodbye to The 

Rev’d Canon Ann Smith.  

Various groups made their 

farewells with the final leave-

taking place on June 23rd 

when, along with our best 

wishes for the future, we 

honoured Ann with a cake at 

coffee hour and presented her 

with a cheque from us all at 

St. Mark’s and a bottle of 

champagne to wash the dust 

of the road from her throat 

when she landed in 

Leamington.  She will be 

missed, not only as an 

Honorary Assistant, but also 

as a musician and a soprano 

in the choir, member of the 

Outreach and Justice 

committee, walker in the 

Coldest Night, our Screening 

coordinator, and in 

innumerable other ways. 

Wearing the hat of an elected 

member of General Synod, 

this warden attended the 

Anglican Church’s General 

Synod in Vancouver from July 

10 to 17.  An emotionally 

exhausting experience, we 

saw rejection of the change to 

the Marriage Canon by the 

narrowest of margins in the 

House of Bishops despite its 

solid acceptance by the Laity 

and Clergy. 

We elected a new Primate, 

Linda Nichols, and bade a 

sad farewell to Fred Hiltz 

after his 12 years in that 

position.  A change to Canon 

XXII set up the Indigenous 

Church as a self-determining 

member within the Anglican 

Church of Canada and Bishop 
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Mark McDonald was anointed 

its Archbishop.  

While in Vancouver we 

received word from Phil 

Redford, our Deputy People’s 

warden that he needed to step 

down for personal reasons.  

While Phil will be missed, we 

certainly understand that 

there are only so many hours 

in the day and other 

responsibilities often must 

come first. 

The exterior of the church will 

be painted again this autumn 

and the Heritage Foundation 

have approved their generous 

subsidy.  We hope that the 

continuing peeling paint 

problem will be resolved this 

time.

 

DiMco Property Management 

under Jack DiMarco have 

been keeping our grounds 

neat and tidy, and St. John’s 

were happy to get our referral 

when Dave Houston, the 

Garden Fairy, had to stop his 

service to us both.  We also 

thank Doug Armstrong for 

faithfully cutting the 

labyrinth, using Les Robling’s 

mower. 

  

The office volunteers continue 

to keep us ticking over and 

being our interface with the 

public.  Our thanks to Brian 

Donaldson, Frank Walking-

shaw, Peter Kedwell, Les 

Robling, Cathy Carlyle, 

Marion Thompson, and until 

now, Phil Redford. 

We received the Audited 

Financial Statements in 

August and will schedule a 

Special Vestry in October to 

approve them.  We will be 

glad to answer your questions 

at that time. 

We have been making a 

conscientious effort to join in 

with St. John’s activities and 

they with ours.  Cinema St. 

Mark’s, weekly Eucharists, 

social events like Strawberries 

on the Lawn, Beer and Bible, 

Special Evensongs, Centering 

Prayer, Eucharists & Potlucks, 

for instance.  

Also on September 8, St. 

John’s celebrated their 200th 

anniversary, which really is 

intertwined with St. Mark’s 

history (see below).  Our 

Diocesan Bishop Andrew 

Asbil preached and 

celebrated.  The large choir 

included four members from 

St. Mark’s, several from St. 

Paul’s, Perrytown, and 35 

members of St. Mark’s 

attended.  In the afternoon, a 

bus sponsored by St. John’s 

took us to the Cathedral 

where Stephen Vail, St. 

John’s former rector, was 

inducted as Dean of the 

Cathedral.  It behooves us to 

support each other; there is 

strength in numbers. We are 

One Body!

The Establishment of the Parish of St John’s  
Doug Ar mst r ong 

The year 2019 marks the 200th 

anniversary of the 

establishment of the Parish of 

St. John, from which the 

Parish of St. Mark was created 

in 1873. The history of the 

Church of England in Canada 

goes back earlier than 1819.  
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This is an excerpt from the 

website of the Anglican 

Church of Canada – A Brief 

History (website: anglican.ca): 

In 1578, near present-day 

Iqaluit, NU, a chaplain 

celebrated the Eucharist as a 

member of Martin Frobisher’s 

Arctic expedition. This was 

the first Anglican Eucharist in 

what is now Canada, but it 

wasn’t until the 18th and 19th 

centuries that Anglicanism 

truly took hold, as military 

chaplains, Loyalists, and 

British immigrants fanned out 

and settled across the growing 

colony.  

This is an excerpt from the 

website of the Diocese of 

Quebec, of which we were 

part in 1819: On June 28, 1793, 

Jacob Mountain was 

appointed first Lord Bishop of 

the newly erected See of 

Quebec by Letters Patent 

granted by King George III. 

However, the Anglican 

presence in what forms the 

present-day Diocese of 

Quebec dates from 1759 with 

the arrival of overland forces 

under General Amherst and 

the British navy sailing up the 

St. Lawrence River. The first 

recorded service was one of 

thanksgiving, held shortly 

after the battle on the Plains of 

Abraham. The celebrant was 

the Rev. Eli Dawson, a naval 

chaplain, and the service was 

held in the chapel of the 

Ursuline convent in Quebec 

City.  

The first permanent pastoral 

appointments for the civilian 

population were made in 1768 

when three French-speaking 

clergy from England were 

sent to serve at Quebec, 

Montreal, and Three Rivers, 

with the intention of prosely-

tizing the local Roman 

Catholic population. This plan 

failed, but the life appoint-

ments of these three slowed 

the progress of Anglican 

pastoral care until Charles 

Inglis, Bishop of Nova Scotia 

(elected two years earlier), 

visited Quebec which was 

then part of his vast diocese in 

1789. He assembled the clergy 

then serving in Upper and 

Lower Canada, and appointed 

commissaries to administer 

each. The first real oversight 

of present-day Quebec dates 

from this time. 

 

Bishop Mountain’s diocese 

extended from New Bruns-

wick and Labrador to the 

shores of Lake Superior.  

Successive divisions, 

beginning in 1839, when the 

Diocese of Toronto was 

erected, concluded in 1850. 

Thus the Diocese of Quebec 

once comprised the territories 

of those of Toronto, Huron, 

Ottawa, Algoma, Niagara and 

Montreal. Even today it 

remains one of the most 

extensive dioceses in Canada.  

“Time Was” tells us that the 

first recorded Anglican 

service in Hope Township 

was held in the home of 

Thomas Ward, at the top of 

Ward Street, where the TCS 

lodge is now, and was 

presided over by Bishop 

Mountain himself.  

Our “travelling missionary” 

at the inception of the local 

parish was Rev. Joseph 

Thompson.  He was 

appointed in 1819, the year in 

which several of the area's 

parishes were established. We 

know very little about him. 

Recently a contact with the 

Anglican Church in Millbrook 

provided us with a copy of 2 

pages of his personal log book 

of services performed, 

primarily burials. His territory 
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in 1819 was huge, covering all 

of Hope Township as well as 

Cavan Township. His days 

would have been spent 

moving from village to 

village, performing baptisms, 

marriages, and burials as well 

as holding Sunday services in 

the communities he served. 

He chose to concentrate his 

efforts in Cavan Township, a 

decision supported by Bishop 

Mountain. From 1820 to the 

appointment of Rev Coghlan 

in 1830, visits to Port Hope by 

clergy were infrequent, says 

“Time Was”. 

The cemetery beside our King 

Street church was in operation 

in 1819, three years before 

construction of the church. 

We have a copy of the first 

pages of the 1819 – 1822 burial 

register, showing, among 

others, the burial of Elias 

Smith in 1820.   

60th Anniversary of the Queen’s Visit- July 26 1959  
Doug Ar mst r ong

Last July, Port Hope and St. 

Mark's celebrated the 60th 

anniversary of the visit of 

Queen Elizabeth II at St. 

Mark's. The Queen and Philip 

attended Morning Prayer, in 

company with The Right 

Honourable Vincent Massey, 

then Governor-General of 

Canada. 

The event occurred during the 

Queen's 1959 Tour of Canada. 

The tour was the Queen's first 

major tour of Canada. (Her 

first official visit was a four-

day visit in October of 1957). 

The 1959 tour was 6 weeks in 

duration. A highlight of the 

tour was the opening of the St. 

Lawrence Seaway. 

Governor-General Massey 

had a long relationship with 

the Royal family, beginning 

with his appointment in 1935 

as the High Commissioner to 

the United Kingdom, a 

position held until 1946.  

RCMP security inspected St 

Mark’s grounds, and 

“suggested” that any unsteady 

tombstones be laid flat and 

buried to prevent accidents 

arising from people standing 

on them for a better view. The 

church was cleaned, painted 

and generally made presen-

table to the Queen. 

Attendance to the service was 

restricted to invited guests 

and to parishioners of St. 

Mark's. My mother was one of 

the lucky ticket holders.  

On arrival at the church, the 

Queen was greeted by the 

incumbent, Rev. Gerald 

Moffatt.  

The Queen and Prince Philip 

sat in the front pew on the 

south side of the church.  The 

Right Honourable Vincent 

Massey sat immediately 

behind the Queen. Both pews 

now carry brass plaques 

commemorating the event. 

As a consequence of the visit, 

the choir of St. Mark's was 

permitted to wear Royal 

colours and do so to this day.  

The Queen contributed to St. 

Mark's Heritage Foundation 

on its inception in 1995. A 

portrait of the Queen and 

Prince Philip was donated to 

the church, autographed by 

both, and still resides under a 

protective red cloth at the rear 

of the church. 
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 FaithWorks Parish Campaign 
Anne Or am  

FaithWorks is the annual appeal 

of the Anglican Diocese of 

Toronto. Since 1996 FaithWorks 

has provided more than $24 

million to Anglican-affiliated 

ministries (http://faithworks.ca ). 

FaithWorks Ministry Partners 

provide help and hope to 

thousands of individuals and 

families caught up in the 

seemingly overwhelming 

challenges of homelessness, 

domestic violence, terminal 

illness, or the enormous 

pressures facing today’s youth. 

Services are provided to 

everyone in need, regardless of 

affiliation.  

Your gift to FaithWorks also 

helps to support aid efforts in 

the developing world and in 

remote communities 

throughout our far north. 

An information envelope, 

with your name on it, is 

available at the back of the 

church. St. Mark’s Outreach 

and Social Justice Committee 

thanks you for your support. 

Donations will be received 

until the end of this year.

FEDERAL ELECTION GUIDE: Justice and Only Justice, Shall You Pursue   
Anne Or am  

Federal elections provide an 

opportunity for people of 

faith to reconsider what their 

faith commitments have to do 

with Canadian public life. 

Faith can provide an enduring 

vision of hope, a penetrating 

perspective on justice for all, 

and deep convictions about 

community, care for others, a 

love for creation, solidarity, 

and service. We need the 

vision, perspective, and 

convictions of people of faith 

to move us beyond partisan 

http://faithworks.ca/
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promises and postures to 

genuine solidarity and service 

with people and the whole 

inhabited Earth, oikoumene 

(Greek, literally. iInhabited" 

an ancient Greek term for the 

known, the inhabited, or the 

habitable world).  

The Canadian Council of 

Churches offers this guide as 

a source of reflection for all 

who are participating in the 

2019 federal election. The 

members of the Canadian 

Council of Churches have 

achieved consensus on the 

priority issues listed in the 

Guide (Refugees, 

Disarmament, Climate, 

Reconciliation, Poverty, 

Pallative Care, Reigious 

Freedome, Sexual 

Exploitation, Public Health 

Care), which you can 

download as a PDF from here: 

https://www.councilofchurche

s.ca/news/2019-federal-

election-guide . 

 

Mauritshuis  
Dor ot hy  Geale

In August, I took my grand-

daughters to the Netherlands.  

One special place we visited 

was Mauritshuis, an art 

museum in The Hague.  It has 

special meaning to a St Mark’s 

parishioner. 

Wilhelmina Kennedy grew up 

here surrounded by the 

paintings of Rembrandt, 

Vermeer and Rubens. Her father 

was the curator and they lived in 

the basement.  During the war 

paintings were hidden from the 

German occupiers. 

After immigrating to Canada in 

1952 and raising a family, she 

enrolled in the Ontario College 

of Art at age 48 and spent the 

next four years in the 

Experimental Arts program, 

exploring abstract expressionism 

under Ian Carr-Harris, Graham 

Coughtry and John Gould.  

Wilhelmina and her daughter, 

Helen Kennedy have an art 

studio on King Street in 

Cobourg.  Wilhelmina has 

examined the relationship 

between geometry and 

religious experience, the 

intellectualism of architecture 

intersecting with the divine. 

 “My palette has always been 

dark because I grew up with 

Rembrandt,” she says. 

Anglican United Refuge Alliance  
Nola  McDonald 

AURA, the Anglican United 

Refugee Alliance, is holding 

its annual fund raising Ride 

for Refuge on October 3.  St. 

Mark’s parishioners are 

invited to support this event 

by donation to the Church 

with AURA on the memo 

line. Donations are welcome 

any time during the month of 

October.  

Christians are called to welcome 

the stranger.  Canada has a 

proud history of accepting 

refugees. It is, however, one 

https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/2019-federal-election-guide
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/2019-federal-election-guide
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/2019-federal-election-guide
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thing for a refugee to arrive and 

quite another to successfully 

integrate and thrive in our 

complex, modern, society.  That 

so many refugees accomplish 

this is attributable to the work of 

sponsorship groups mentored by 

organizations such as AURA. 

AURA represents the 

Anglican Diocese of Toronto 

and supports the Toronto 

Conference of the United 

Church. The mission is to 

provide support and expertise 

to groups involved in refugee 

sponsorship and resettlement.  

AURA began in 1985 and is 

currently working with 500 

refugee sponsor volunteers 

who put in more than 45,000 

hours of time every year 

helping refugees.  AURA 

provides training sessions for 

volunteers, and has 

developed many resources to 

support sponsors such as a 

handbook, settlement plan, 

sponsorship budget, and 

resources booklet. Best of all, 

they are always available for 

timely advice by telephone.  

St. Mark’s had direct experience 

with AURA at the time of our 

participation in The River of 

Hope group which sponsored a 

Syrian family.  The family has 

settled successfully in Cobourg.  

In that endeavour, we were 

wonderfully inspired and 

supported by AURA every step 

of the way. It is a mission that 

will always be close to our hearts 

for the Christian work they do so 

effectively on a modest budget. 

http://www.auraforrefugees.org/   

 

Maintaining and Growing the Congregation  
Pet er  Kedw el

REREDOS INSTALLATION 

Parishioners who venture 

upstairs for meetings, yoga, 

quilting or movies will have 

seen the restoration and 

installation of a piece of the 

main altar reredos completed 

by Russ McBride in May 

2019. This piece was confined 

to dust and abandon behind 

the organ until its recent 

discovery.  The pictures by 

Anne Oram attest to its 

beautiful carved wood and 

side plaque outlining its 

history. Thanks to the St. 

Markers who gave generously 

to this project and to Doug 

Armstrong who supplied the 

archival information for the 

plaque.  

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

If you have not done so, 

please pick up your (labelled) 

copy of the parish directory 

on the shelf at the back of the 

church. This project, 

undertaken by the Main-

taining and Growing the 

Congregation Committee, was 

completed in August and 

replaces the photo directory of 

2016

http://www.auraforrefugees.org/
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Music Notes  
Randy  Mills  

AVE ATQUE VALE 

Hail and farewell (Latin motto 

above) to singers in our choir: 

Farewell to our stalwart tenor 

Brian Donaldson who is 

taking a break from singing. 

An exemplary lead for our 

chants, Brian also provided 

rock-solid harmonic support.  

We are missing him already! 

In June the choir bid farewell 

to Canon Ann Smith with a 

celebration at the Beamish 

House. Ann is also sorely 

missed owing to her generous 

spirit and stellar leadership 

especially of young singers. 

Choristers Charlotte and 

Mary Patterson have 

reluctantly stepped away 

from our young singers. 

Charlotte is a competitive 

swimmer and her swimming 

nights changed in September. 

We miss them. 

Welcome to returning TCS 

Choral Scholar Kaylie Tsang 

who has brought a new singer 

with her this fall, Natasha 

Pinto. The Cantate Singers 

also welcomed new members: 

Arlo (brother of Maeve), 

Danika and Aviva Burt and 

Zoe Galanterr. 

Finally, the young singers 

(aka Junior Choir) have voted 

to be called Cantate Singers 

with the several singers now 

in high school and a boy 

joining what had been an all-

girls group. 

DIOCESE CHOIR SCHOOL 

Two girls from our choir, 

Margaret and Elizabeth 

Hazlitt, attended this year's 

camp and enjoyed the singing 

and fun times at Whitby’s 

Trafalgar Castle School. 

Twenty-eight girls sang under 

Tony Browning's expert 

leadership - Canon Philip 

Hobson was Chaplain and 

Bishop Bedford-Jones joined 

us to celebrate a mid-week 

Eucharist. With accompanist 

John Clements unwell, I had 

the privilege to play for this 

year's two-week run including 

Sunday services at Trinity, 

Aurora; St Paul’s, Uxbridge; St 

Thomas, Brooklin and St James 

Cathedral. The sound of the 

girls was thrilling and the final 

Evensong at the Cathedral, 

where we were warmly 

welcomed by new-Dean 

Stephen Vail, brought out lots 

of family and friends.  

I am grateful for the generous 

support from St Markers so 

that Margaret and Elizabeth 

could attend the Choir school!  

MARYLAND BOYS CHOIR   

Many music lovers gathered 

at St Mark's in July to hear an 

outstanding concert by the 

Maryland State Boychoir. 

Thanks to Carol Poste and her 

helpers, we were able to 

welcome (aka feed) this group 

of young men from Baltimore 

during their Ontario tour. 

Their repertoire was wide-

ranging and beautifully sung. 

Their 'first home-cooked meal 

in nine days' is the comment I 

remember best from a parent 

chaperone!  

RSCM BRONZE AWARD 

Before leaving TCS to return 

to school at home in Montreal 

last June, Edward Li took his 

Bronze Award exam with the 

Royal School of Church Music 

and passed! Congratulations 

go to Edward - more of our 
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singers will take exams this 

Fall. 

MONTHLY EVENSONG 

These continue on the First 

Wednesday of each month at 

4:30pm led by our young 

singers. Thirty minutes in 

length, it follows the BCP 

order for this worship service 

of prayers and music. Please 

consider joining us! 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Halloween Handbell Concert 

at the TCS Memorial Chapel: 

Mon. Oct. 28, 6pm, featuring 

the School’s 16-member 

Johnson Ringers. Free 

admission. 

Special services here at St 

Mark’s in December led by 

our choir will include: 

Sun. Dec. 1, 4pm - Advent 

Lessons and Carols 

Sun. Dec. 22, 4pm - Nine 

Lessons and Carols for 

Christmas. 

INHUMANITY  
Les  Rob ling 

 

 

(Sometimes art is not an image 

to hang on your wall but it has a 

message. It is not comfortable.  I 

found this painting by Les 

Robling very moving when I saw 

it at his exhibit on June 22 

DWG)  

 

Atrocity, Barbarism, brutality, 

viciousness, ruthlessness and 

a number of other words 

could be used to describe the 

Balkan Wars of the 1990s.  In 

this abstract representation of 

wars, past and present, I 

wanted to convey the 

inhumanity festering in war.   

 

Look carefully at my work.   

Notice the mother with a 

broken heart.  See the refugees 

as they struggles along 

carrying all they possess on a 

bicycle.  Notice peoples’ arms 

raised in prayer hoping their 

god will answer them.  Death 

is all around in broken bodies 

or in a mass grave.  Two men 

are hung to death accused, 

maybe falsely so, of crimes 

against their own. War is hell 

and justice often absent as 

demonstrated by the Balkan 

Wars of the 1990s.  Vukovar- 

razed to the ground; Bosnian 

Croats turned against the 

Muslims.  Bosnian Serb troops 

started a siege of the Bosnian 

capital of Sarajevo- the city’s 

350,000 residents struggled to 
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get basic necessities and at 

least 10,000 were killed by 

sniping and shelling.  The first 

images of skeletal prisoners in 

camps awoke the world to the 

campaign of ethnic cleansing 

by Serb forces.  An estimated 

20,000 women, mostly 

Muslims, were raped.  In July 

1995 Bosnian Serb forces 

massacred up to 8,000 Muslim 

men and boys.  LEST WE 

FORGET!! 

 

Honeymoon “as near to Heaven by sea as by land"  
Gr aham Cot t er

In 2016 Margaret and I 

honeymooned in Western 

Bay, NL, in a cottage called 

"Kittiwake", across the road 

from Charis Cotter’s studio/ 

house, and facing the cliffs, far 

shores, Baccalieu Island, and 

the great Atlantic Ocean. 

Charis, the local magnate of 

the Boardwalk to the 

Lighthouse, put us to work. 

Visitors can buy a plank for 

the boardwalk and decorate it.  

Mine was a quote from 

Shakespeare, and Margaret's 

from the Tudor navigator, Sir 

Humphrey Gilbert, who 

"discovered" NL in 1578!  

Margaret’s initials are at the 

left by the fish, with the date 

and "H.G" for Sir Humphrey 

at the right and his fish! Note 

Margaret's love of history!  It 

was a glorious two weeks 

shepherded by Charis with 

friends, sights and feasts.  

We visited Charis' neighbours 

in their Antique store, St 

John's and dined overlooking 

the Narrows in St John’s with 

Ellen and Michael Waterman 

at The Rooms.  

The following summer, 2017, 

Margaret and I travelled 

again. First to Halifax - by 

train - to enjoy a wonderful 

week with Fred and Janet 

Krieger and also met with 

Charles and Michelle Bull. 

Then to Vancouver, to witness 

an art installation in the 

cathedral conducted by the 

Sacred Arts Trust of the 

Anglican Foundation. A 

special joy of that visit was 

that we were joined, both at 

the hotel and the ceremonies, 

by my son Sean from San 

Francisco, who  celebrated 

with us his 65th birthday. 

Later Margaret's sense of 

history proved prophetic. 

When we arranged to marry 

when I was 91 and on the day 

after she turned 80, she said 

"Hope! in the face of the 

Calendar!" That December the 

darkness of a stroke overtook 

her, and for five months we 

met in hospitals, till she left. 

But her light shines always 

with me, along with that from 

sixty-three years with Evelyn: 

more intense, in the ending 
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words of the Lord's Prayer: 

Now, and For Ever!  

This year in September:  I was 

back in Western Bay with my 

daughter Charis for a 

luminous two weeks, saw the  

boards in the Boardwalk, and 

the community put up the 

flag of Jamaica in salute! 

Life in Leamington   
The Rev  Canon Ann Smit h  

Gemma, Sophia and I are 

settling into our new home 

and are really appreciating 

the benefits of being close to 

family.  

The house is wonderful. I 

have already hosted several 

friends.  I am getting to know 

the area, especially the great 

places to walk.  There is a 

walking trail immediately 

behind my townhouse that 

takes us down to the Marina 

in a matter of minutes.  It is a 

short drive to Point Pelee, so I 

have spent many enjoyable 

hours there checking out the 

trails. One of the true benefits 

of living here is the eco 

consciousness.  Every trail has 

butterfly gardens to attract the 

monarchs and birds.  

Although not seeing them in 

flight, my sister and I were 

able to see huge clusters of 

monarchs in the trees in 

Seacliffe Park near my home.  

I miss St. Mark’s and the 

choir. There is nothing to 

compare here in Leamington, 

but I am getting involved in 

two of the local churches.  

 

Among Friends  
Clair e Mow at  et al  (mostly  “al”  th is time!! )

 On Friday, June 7, 2019, Cape 

Breton University established 

the Farley Mowat Chair in 

the Environ-ment.  The 

inaugural chair holder is Dr. 

Silver Donald Cameron.  

A farewell cake was enjoyed 

on June 23 for Ann Smith.     

Claire Mowat has been at her 

summer home in Cape Breton 

Island since June.  Her 

electricity was out for 5 days 

due to Hurricane Dorian, the 
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worst storm she’s ever 

experienced.  

Sarah Legakis celebrated her 

22nd birthday in June. The Jr 

Choir gave a card and we 

shared a cake after church.  

Les Robling participated in 

the Northumberland Studio 

Tour Sept 7 & 8 showing his 

paintings in his studio.  

Wilhelmina and Helen 

Kennedy spent the last week 

of August in a cottage in 

Algonquin Park enjoying the 

wilderness in spite of the rain. 

 

Sian Ruttan is taking music 

and concurrent education at 

Queen’s University starting in 

September.  She successfully 

auditioned to sing in a choral 

group.  Well Done Sian!! 

Mark Holmes moved to 

Extendicare on September 20 

and is settling well.  Nora says 

he will enjoy visitors.  His 

neck pain can be excruciating 

so visitors should take care to 

introduce themselves. We 

wish Mark all the best in his 

new residence. 

 

Maeve Meronym, of our Jr 

Choir, attended the Montreal 

Climate rally with Swedish 

activist Greta Thunberg. 

     

Not to be outdone, other 

Junior Choir members along 

with Randy Mills and 

Dorothy Geale joined the 800 

strong Peterborough Global 

Climate Action Day (Sept 27).  

Pat Goodyear is currently 

enjoying a vacation on the 

Rocky Mountaineer train.  

Frank Walkingshaw is a 

member of the Friends of the 

Crèche Board.  He and Jill will 

be travelling to Santa Fe on 

Nov 6 for their biennial 

conference. 

 

Ian McDonald met up with a 

famous primary school 

classmate, Preston Manning 

at the Northumberland 

Learning Connection’s thank 

you to donors on Sept. 27.
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St Mark’s Hollyberry Bazaar November 2nd 11:00 to 2:00  
Gw en Duck

The Hollyberry Bazaar 

Committee is anticipating 

another successful event this 

year and need your support. 

Please be generous with your 

time (it is your greatest gift).  

We hope you will keep this 

handy reference.  Thanking 

you in advance for your 

support, Co-ordinator: Gwen 

Duck (905-885-8798) 

gwenduck@hotmail.com 

BAKE TABLE - welcomes 

contributions of loaves, 

cookies, tarts, muffins, pies, 

squares and other delectable 

items. Please have baked 

items appropriately wrapped 

and to the church on Friday 

November 1 or before 9:30 

Saturday November 2.  

****ALL OTHER ITEMS 

FOR THE BAZAAR WILL BE 

GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 1 

FROM 9:00AM TO 11:30 and 

2:00PM to 3:30PM*** 

JEWELLERY TABLE – we 

welcome donations to the 

ever popular (including 

purses, scarves, and belts). 

PRESERVE TABLE - fruit 

and vegetable harvests have 

been plentiful and we hope 

you will share jams, jellies, 

marmalades, relishes, 

chutneys, pickles etc. 

WHITE ELEPHANT ROOM- 

welcomes donations of gently 

used items, but cannot accept 

electronic/electrical items, 

Tupperware containers, 

personal items, pillows or 

stuffed toys. If you have 

questions about the suitability 

of an item please call Liz 

Prower at 905-885-1771  

 

SPECIALTY TABLE - Crafts, 

sewing, knitted items, pet 

items, bird feeders and 

hostess gifts are all welcome, 

as are ‘previously enjoyed 

collectables’. 

QUILT RAFFLE TICKETS - 

available from Gwen or in the 

church office. Pick up an 

envelope or two to share with 

family and friends. Many 

thanks to St. Mark’s Quilters 

for a wonderful queen size 

quilt, ‘Blues on the Beach’. 

 

We urge you to support the 

Bazaar any way you can. We 

hope everyone will join us on 

that day and we encourage 

you to invite family and 

friends to come with you.  

Gwen Duck is receiving cash 

donations to help offset the 

cost of the lunch. Please see 

Gwen or leave your donation 

at the church office. All 

donations qualify for an 

income tax receipt.   

mailto:gwenduck@hotmail.com
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Other Fall Events  
Deanery Education Series  

  

September 25 to November 6 at 

St. Peter’s Church, “LIVING 

THE QUESTIONS” a  7 part 

series Wed, 2:00 – 4:00 led by 

Val Whalley & Marion 

Huffman. Register at 905-372—

3442, St Peter’s Office.  

Doctrine of Discovery: 

STOLEN LANDS, STRONG 

HEARTS. October 26 to 

November 6, a 4 part series at 

St Mark’s & St John’s. 

  

As suggested by the artisans 

over the last 2-3 years, 

Christmas at St. Mark’s has 

expanded to include Friday 

evening 22 November from 

7:00 - 9:30 pm. Saturday 23 

November will now open at 

9:00 am. Set up for the event 

will be at 3:00 pm Friday with 

artisans arriving at 4:00 pm. 

Volunteer help is always 

welcome 

Creche Exhibit – December 7 

and 8 - Crèches from around 

the world will be shown in 

the Parish Hall.  As in 

previous years Morning 

Coffee and Afternoon Tea will 

be served at a moderate price. 

There is no admission charge 

to the exhibit.

 

Parish Christmas Party – 

December 22 –Fun for 

everyone at the annual Chili 

Cook Off as an unusual but 

tasty! 

 

Selected St Mark’s Events for your Calendar 
September 29  Sunday Brunch after the 10:30 service 

October 6  Blessing of the Animals @ 3:00 pm 

November 2  Hollyberry Tea & Bazaar @ 11:00 am 

November 22 & 23 Christmas at St Mark’s @ 7:00pm & 9:30am 

December 7 & 8 Creche Exhibit @ 10:00 (Sat) & 1:00 (Sun) 

December 1     Advent Lessons and Carols @ 4:00 pm   

December 22   Parish Christmas Lunch   

December 22   Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas @ 4:00 pm   
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