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Advent I Art Reflection  
Fr Randy Murra  

The artwork is: Young Girl 

Dreaming (Study of a Child 

Sleeping) 1881. Paul Gauguin 

(1848-1903). Oil on canvas. 

Ordrupgaard Museum, 

Charlottenlund, Denmark. The focus 

reading is Matthew 24.4-13, 36-44. 

We are perhaps shocked every 

year when the gospel reading for 

the first Sunday of Advent 

presents us, not with a sneak peek 

at the baby Jesus, but with 

apocalyptic end-of-time turmoil. 

Wake up, we are told, and behold 

the threshold at which you stand. 

Advent represents that spiritual 

tide-turning which is the on-

going activity of every 

human being. It represents 

the turning of a page, the 

drawing back of a curtain. It 

represents our coming face-

to-face with mortality and 

other fears, the thought of 

which gives us a reason for 

continued spiritual slumber. 

Such slumber is not 

physical. In our society it 

often manifests, ironically, in 

excessive business; in 

judgement of others and 

ourselves, attitudes of self-

importance, ego-gratifi-

cation, death.  And so, even 
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as we go about busily occupied—

wearying ourselves with the high 

demands of just keeping up—we 

spiritually sleep, obstructing the 

blossoming of our true humanity. 

These interior manifestations of 

spiritual sleep show themselves 

outwardly in inter-personal 

relationships, and on the world 

stage in the things Jesus mentions 

today as signs of end times: wars, 

arbitrary arrest, torture, and love 

grown cold (Matthew 24.7-12). 

Here, Jesus’ words elsewhere in 

Matthew ring true: “Whatever 

comes out of the mouth comes 

from the heart, and it is this that 

makes a person unclean. From the 

heart come evil intentions: 

murder, adultery, fornication, 

theft, perjury, slander. These are 

the things that make a person 

unclean.” (Mt 15. 18-20a) 

The business of Advent, then, is 

the formation of our heart’s 

content. More than a season of the 

church calendar or a prelude to 

Christmas, Advent is an 

intentional and attentive posture 

of life. It’s a way of living all year 

round. It first reflects back to us 

ourselves as we are, warts and all. 

Then, when pursued, it yields a 

reshaping of ourselves into a 

closer likeness to God. It draws 

back the curtain to reveal patterns 

we’d rather not see. But once 

revealed, these patterns are 

reshaped in God’s image, 

unadulterated by social 

expectations, the lure of the 

marketplace, or other false values. 

In turn these patterns emerge 

from ourselves in words and 

behaviours that reveal and 

reshape the life patterns of the 

wider world. 

The cover painting is of 

Gauguin’s daughter Aline asleep, 

perhaps dreaming. As with 

Advent life, the picture carries 

signs both ominous and 

promising. The light is dim. 

Shadows dance. The wallpaper 

above the child’s bed is decorated 

with birds moving to and from a 

nest. Hanging from the bed’s iron 

frame is a doll dressed in a jester’s 

costume. Are these characteristics 

ominous, beneficent, or both? The 

birds may represent to the one 

who sleeps, the end of one way of 

life and the beginning of 

another—a personal apocalypse 

meant to shake us awake and 

move us towards conversion and 

repentance, the turning of one’s 

perspective. 

 

With Advent something new 

begins. To grasp the new thing—

to even begin to know it’s there—

the Church asks us to enter into a 

walk that encompasses, not only 

the temporal one we are used to 

(a walk in chronological time, 

going about our daily tasks), but 

also a walk that veers into 

another dimension. In this walk 

we enter a series of sacred events 

that reshape us even as they 

reshape the world. A walk in 

which the sacred world helps the 

temporal one fulfill its own 

holiness. 

This is why it is important to keep 

a holy Advent. To make light of 

Advent’s themes is to deny one’s 

self the space in which to stand at 

the spiritual threshold and face 

unnamed fears. Skipping Advent 

to head straight for the party does 

one no good; it just entrenches us 

in values that have kept us in 

spiritual and temporal slavery. A 

true party, a Christian feast, 

celebrates the incremental 

spiritual progress that we, by 

grace, make. By tracing the events 

of Christ’s life—being intentional 

about spiritual practices, 

spending a portion of each day in 

holy solitude—we become more 

than observers of long ago events. 

Instead we take them into 

ourselves and grapple with the 

big questions of existence they 

present. Anglican mystic Evelyn 

Underhill puts the matter well: 

“The awakened subject is not 
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merely to perceive transcendent 

life, but to participate therein; and 

for this, a drastic and costly life-

changing is required.”*  

* Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941) 

Mysticism, p. 195. 

Quoted in 

www.edgeofenclosre.org/advent1

a.html 

 

The Warden’s Report  
Marion Thompson & Gary Potter  

Since the last meeting, the 

rectory porch has been 

painted and its front steps 

repaired.  In addition, the 

rectory furnace has been 

serviced and we hope will 

keep the rectory warm and 

without the screaming fits it 

had last winter. 

Further to the questionnaires 

that were made available to 

the congregation, some 20 

responses have been receive.  

Fr. Randy is studying their 

content, and on December 15 

there will be an informal town 

hall meeting around the 

results. 

A Financial town hall was 

promised at the October 20th 

Special Vestry held to 

approve the audited 2018 

financial statements.  It will be 

held on December 1st and 

there will be the opportunity 

to discuss our true financial 

situation in depth. 

We believe that Jack DiMarco 

and his crew at DiMco 

Property Management 

managed to do our big leaf 

clean-up a few days before the 

snow.  We can see no reason 

why we should not use his 

services again next season. 

Whitetrim Farms is looking 

after our snow clearing again 

this year.  Rather than paying 

each time for the individual 

services of clearing and 

salting and sanding, we asked 

if he was prepared to give us 

a flat rate for the season and 

we agreed on it.  Considering 

that last January alone, we 

paid over $1,000 plus tax, and 

that our long range forecast is 

for a colder, snowier winter 

season, a flat rate is a good 

gamble.  

We have received, and paid, 

the invoice from Town & 

Country.  In addition to the 

original $20,800, there was  

Photo credit- Anne Oram 
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further work required on 

rotting wood siding and 

decorative bits, repairs to the 

aluminum flashing and 

installation of glazing on the 

bell tower to, we hope, 

eliminate the leaking, and 

rental of the cherry picker to 

do that work for another 

$9,880.  Plus tax, of course.   

A total of $34,758.80.  We are 

thankful for the generous 

relief provided by the St. 

Mark’s Heritage Foundation! 

 

A blessed Advent and 

Christmastide to you all! 

Blessing of the Animals  
Dorothy Geale  

 

On Sunday October 14, in 

celebration of St Francis of 

Assisi, St Mark’s held a 

service to bless and give 

thanks for our pets.  Some 

pets were more excited than 

others but for the most part 

they were well behaved. Four 

dogs and five cats were 

blessed. One dog came from a 

neighbouring parish. It was a 

short friendly service and a 

reminder that all our pets, 

past and present, are part of 

God’s creation. 
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Rev. Canon C.H. (Howard) Boulden  
Doug Armstrong 

Two weeks ago, the family of 

Rev. C.  Howard Boulden 

donated material to the St. 

Mark's Archives. Newspaper 

clippings from the 1940s all 

the way to the 1980s make up 

most of the material. It is 

appropriate that, in 

recognition of this gift, we 

take a look back at this major 

contributor to life at St. 

Mark's. 

The Rev. C. Howard Boulden 

arrived at St. Mark's in March 

of 1946, becoming the 18th 

rector of this church, but he 

was already very familiar 

with the church and Port 

Hope.  

“Howard Boulden came to 

T.C.S. as a young master in 

1913. As he wore his cassock 

most of the time and was so 

amiable and of such good 

humour, he became known as 

'Sister', and that lovable 

nickname stayed with him 

most of his life. Soon after his 

appointment he was ordained 

and preached his first sermon 

in the quiet dignity and 

beauty of the old Chapel. Like 

the other members of the staff 

at this time, he taught 

throughout the day, took duty 

in the flats every night, played 

games with the boys, and in 

his spare time gave help to 

boys in their studies. At times 

he also conducted the Chapel 

services. When war broke out, 

he wanted to enlist at once, 

but was persuaded to 

postpone this step until 1916, 

when his place was taken by 

the Rev. R. S. Tippett. Mr. 

Boulden served as Army 

Chaplain until 1919 when he 

once more returned to the 

staff. In 1924 he was 

appointed Housemaster of the 

new Junior School and 

continued in this post for 

eight years, winning 

admiration from boys and 

parents for the excellent way 

he directed the new 

school. ...” 

Howard met his future wife, 

Dorothy, at TCS in 1927. From 

a letter to TCS from Howard's 

son, John Boulden, we learn 

that: “By the summer of 1927 he 

was pushing 40...a balding 

bachelor...and rumoured to be 

considering celibacy”. Dorothy, 

aged 21, came to the school 

with her father for a con-

ference, not sure at all that she 

wanted to be in Port Hope - 

“until she noticed Boulden.” 

She arranged tennis. He 

arranged tea. Five days later 

they were engaged. “Can you 

imagine the chatter and 

harrumphing in the Faculty 

Common Room..?” “After 

Howard's death ... the school 

continued to include Dorothy 

in all the great occasions on 

the TCS calendar”. She died in 

1994. Her eulogy was given 

by Geoff Dale, here at St. 

Photo credit- 1925 Trinity College School with picture of Boulden House 
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Mark's, and can be found in 

the TCS Archives. 

 

Rev. Boulden left TCS in 1932 

to become Head of Lake 

Lodge School. The school was 

closed in 1933, as a result of 

the economic depression. Rev. 

Boulden moved to Parish of 

St. Peter's, Mount Royal, 

Quebec, where he stayed until 

1940.  He re-enlisted for 

service during the Second 

World War. He rose to the 

rank of Major and served, 

“Time Was”, tells us, “in the 

front line, in hospitals and in 

the Canadian Military 

Headquarters in London”.  

He arrived at St. Mark's in 

March of 1946, joining his 

wife, who had returned to 

Port Hope in 1940. St. Anne's, 

Bewdley, was also in Rev. 

Boulden's care. As is so often 

the case here at St. Mark's, he 

arrived at a time when 

repairing and restoring the 

building was essential. Little 

had been done to the church 

since the 1925 fire. The 

restoration project started in 

1949 and continued into 1950.  

As part of the work, the 

colour of the exterior was 

changed from gray to white, 

the first colour change in 125 

years. The restoration of the 

interior, partially paid for by 

Alice and Vincent Massey, 

included the installation of the 

triptych in January of 1950.  

The 125th anniversary of the 

building was celebrated in 

1947. In 1949, St. Mark's 

acquired its first rectory. Now 

a Canon, Rev. Boulden 

presided over the planning, 

construction and opening of 

the Parish Hall in 1956.

 

Howard retired due to ill 

health in 1958. He died three 

years later. 

My sister, Sally Gray, then in 

her very early teens, 

remembers Rev. Canon 

Boulden: “I think he lived a 

humble life – probably gave away 

lots. He had a nice wife by 

reputation. It’s just the kindness 

I remember, and that possibly by 

meeting them with Mom, or 

bumping into them at the school. 

I have a feeling everyone loved 

him. I think he was bright and 

funny, sort of pudgy and with 

kindly wrinkled eyes and always 

a smile... Nor did I know his 

name was Howard. I thought it 

was Canon!!!”   

Our Archives have Canon 

Boulden's own memories of 

his time at St. Mark's, in a 17-

page history of his years here. 

The only map we have of the 

Parish of St. Mark was 

developed by Canon Boulden 

as part of the preparation for 

the 125th anniversary of the 

building of the King Street 

church. 

“After his death in 1961, a 

Memorial Service was held in 

the T.C.S. Chapel at which the 

Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey 

paid tribute to a man "beloved 

by his students, revered by his 

parishioners and respected by all 

men". 

“Howard Boulden's con-

tribution had been a great one 

few men have had such dual 

success as priest and 

schoolmaster. In later years 
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when he returned to Port 

Hope he became a weekly and 

most welcome visitor to the 

Junior School Common Room 

where he had spent so much 

time in, as he put it, "the old 

days". It was said of him that 

no man spoke against him 

and his own voice was never 

raised in malice against 

another. He was Boulden the 

well beloved.”  

Note: Material for this article is 

largely taken from “The School 

on the Hill”, a history of 

Trinity College School, Port 

Hope, 1965 and from archival 

material found in the TCS 

Archives. TCS has a 

wonderful collection of 

material, including letters to 

and from Boulden, especially 

during the war  

St Mark’s 2019 FaithWorks Campaign – Final Call  
Anne Oram

 
FaithWorks is the annual 

appeal of the Anglican 

Diocese of Toronto. Since 1996 

FaithWorks has provided 

more than $24 million to 

Anglican-affiliated ministries. 

FaithWorks Ministry Partners 

provide help and hope to 

thousands of individuals and 

families caught up in the 

seemingly overwhelming 

challenges of homelessness, 

domestic violence, terminal 

illness, or the enormous 

pressures facing today’s 

youth. Services are provided 

to everyone in need, 

regardless of church 

affiliation. Your gift to 

FaithWorks also helps to 

support aid efforts in the 

developing world and in 

remote communities 

throughout Canada’s far 

north. 

Donations will be received 

until the end of this year. 

Please make cheques payable 

to St. Mark’s, with 

FaithWorks Donation the 

memo line.  A Tax Receipt 

will be issued.  

St. Mark’s Outreach and 

Social Justice Committee 

thanks you for your support.  

For further information, visit 

http://faithworks.ca 

St Mark’s Remembrance Day  
David Brooks  

 

Most of our church war 

veterans are gone now.  

Over the past few years 

Doug Armstrong and David 

Brooks have assembled 

memorabilia and 

information related to our 

veterans.  This is in honour 

of sacrifices made by 

individuals, families and all 

of Canada.   

http://faithworks.ca/


A Newsletter from St Mark’s Anglican Church, Port Hope 

8 

At this time of the year, our 

display cases show a variety 

of items which include 

military and home front 

services, theatres of war, 

peacekeeping, chaplaincy and 

other important events.  This 

year is the 75th anniversary of 

D-day.   

It is important to pay our 

respect to those who gave so 

much toward our future. 

 

Remembrance Poem for Evacuated Children  
Juliet Fullertons 

This poem was written long 

ago by my Grandmother, 

Juliet Marion Menzies Dallas 

and given to my mother 

Francesca Fullerton during or 

just before Mummy evacuated 

to Canada as a war guest with 

her little brother Michael.   

 

Although I never met my 

grandmother who died 

during the war, I long 

remember this poem which 

still gives me courage today.   

Mummy gave it first to me in 

May of 1981 as I graduated 

high school!  I am Thankful to 

have my Grandmother's poem 

today -- memories evoke 

feelings and connections of 

joy; however old or dusty 

they may be!!!  Here goes 

(untitled) : 

Not what we have, but what we 

use, 

Not what we see, but what we 

choose; 

These are the things that mar or 

Bless, 

The sun of all human 

happiness.. 

 

Not as we take, but as we give, 

Not as we pray, but as we live; 

These are the things that make 

for peace, 

Both now and after time shall 

cease.  

 

The Giving Tree 
Anne Oram

St. Mark's is 

continuing our 

annual support 

of The Giving 

Tree. You will 

find in the pews a special 

offering envelope. We ask you 

to please prayerfully consider 

helping the Salvation Army 

and 20 community agencies 

within Northumberland 

County by giving a monetary 

donation towards the 

purchase of food and toys for 

Christmas. If donating by 

cheque please make payable 

to St. Mark's, with "The 

Giving Tree" on the memo 

line.  Our deadline for 

receiving donations is Sunday 

December 8th. Thank you so 

very much!  

For more information see 

http://faithworks.ca/ 

http://faithworks.ca/
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Los Pastorales  
Ji l l  & Frank Walkingshaw 

 

We recently attended the 

biennial convention of 

Friends of the Crèche which 

was held in Santa Fe, New 

Mexico. One of the highlights 

of the con-vention was a 

performance of a colonial-era 

play called “Los Pastores” 

which tells the story of the 

shepherds who travelled to 

Bethlehem to worship the 

newborn Jesus. 

Plays like this came to the 

Americas with the Franciscans 

who used them to teach the 

indigenous residents about 

the Catholic religion. 

(Apparently the indigenous 

people in particular were 

interested when animals were 

used in the scenes, but the 

animals may have held 

symbolic meanings in their 

culture that the Franciscans 

didn’t intend to be part of 

their message.) These plays 

have died out in Spain but 

continue to be popular in 

Mexico and parts of New 

Mexico. 

The play was performed by a 

group from the nearby town 

of Belen, which means 

Bethlehem. They performed 

the 90-minute play in 

colonial-era Spanish – but 

fortunately we were provided 

with a synopsis in English so 

we could follow the action! 

It tells of the shepherds as 

they journey to Bethlehem, 

singing folk songs as they go. 

Of course the devil 

(“Demonio”) appears to try to 

subvert their good intentions 

and – just as in melodrama 

and pantomimes – the 

audience was encouraged to 

loudly boo Demonio. But after 

a fight with St. Michael, good 

triumphs and the shepherds 

go on their way. 

But the play is subversive in 

another way for it is the 

common person, the 

shepherd, who first knows 

about Jesus and 

acknowledges His divinity, 

while the Three Kings don’t 

show up till later – so the 

common people “get it” long 

before the nobles and royals.  

On December 7 from 10:00 to 

4:00 and December 8 from 

1:00 to 4:00, St Mark’s will 

hold its annual Crèches – A 

Display of Nativity Scenes 

Around the World.  This event 

features crèches from St 

Mark’s collection and from St 

Mark’s parishioners, the 

Walkingshaw’s and a collector 

from Perrytown Anglican 

church.   Morning coffee and 

afternoon tea will be served
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Music Notes  
Randy Mills

Make we joy now in this fest. 

December is full of wonderful 

music, and our choir singers 

are not to be outdone! Please 

join us for any (or, even 

better, all!) of these services: 

Sun. Dec. 1, 4pm. Lessons 

and Carols for Advent. A 

reception, catered by the adult 

singers and hosted by Fr 

Randy, follows in the Rectory.  

Wed. Dec. 11, 5:15pm – St 

Lucia candlelight celebration, 

with potluck supper after the 

Eucharist. 

 

Sun. Dec. 22, 4pm. A Festival 

of Nine Lessons and Carols 

for Christmas. The traditional 

service, made famous by 

Kings College, Cambridge. 

 

Trinity College School Carol 

Services 

St Markers are invited to  

attend either of these annual 

events (the 94th edition this 

year!). Sat. Dec. 14 & Sun. 

Dec. 15, both at 4pm. 

Sunday’s service usually has 

more room for guests. The 45-

voice Chapel Choir and TCS 

Bell ringers are conducted by 

Randy Mills. Free.  

 

 

 

It Takes A Village 

Friday, Nov. 22 was a PA 

Day for our local schools, so 

12 (all that were off) of our 

young singers filled their day 

off with fun activities. 

Starting with cookie 

decorating in the kitchen 

(organized by Dorothy 

Geale, who baked the 

cookies – they were sold at 

Christmas at St Mark’s), the 

kids were hosted by Fr Randy 

at the Rectory for a lunch of 

pizza and sundaes. 

Then, after some impromptu 

tree-climbing, it was off to 

Extendicare and Rose Glen 
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Village to sing and chime 

Christmas Carols. St Markers 

Mark and Nora Holmes, 

Margaret Ragotte, Sheila 

Goering and Tom Lawson 

were among the two 

audiences who enjoyed the 

music. Our group included 

the newest members of our 

choir: Aviva (sister of Danika) 

and Alex (brother of Zoe). 

The singers also performed 

for the staff at McDonald’s 

during a break – our cashier, 

Patricia, said she had sung at 

St Mark’s as a child (cousins 

David and Mark Lemon were 

priests in Colborne and 

Toronto)! A great day – but it 

made me think of at least 60 

or more young people who 

have sung and rung for us 

over the past decade or so. St 

Mark’s congregation has 

generously supported these 

young people while they were 

in school, truly a huge 

commitment that has 

impacted so many lives. I 

haven’t read Hilary Clinton’s 

1996 book It Takes A Village, 

but it is safe to say that people 

at St Mark’s have done more 

than their share of work in 

providing lasting memories to 

so many youth. Thank you

 

Halloween  
Dorothy Geale  

    

St Mark’s again opened the 

church door to neighborhood 

children to celebrate 

Halloween.  Organ music 

greeted the “trick or treaters” 

played on by Randy Mills 

and Peter Roe, alternately.  

The church bell tolled.  

Volunteers gave out small 

treats to all who came by.   

Mice appeared on the guest 

book in the vestry.  

Our participation in 

Halloween reminds us, and 

our neighbours, that this is a 

religious occasion – the 

mysterious night before All 

Saints Day on November First 

when we remember and 

honour those who have died. 
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Trail of the Snicket  
Graham Cotter  

In Cobourg East there's a Snicket  

where we walked to find the Park;  

by the Hospital is a Berm 

where I walked – 

you saw  from your bed! 

In Warkworth there is a Labyrinth 

where I walked with both of you.  

In Port Hope there is a pew 

where I sit all three with  you.  

You both are ever with me:  

when I feel the cold pang of solitude  

you take up the empty spaces!  

Nature abhors a Vacuum – 

but at each end of my mind 

there is Void-Vacuum 

tohu-w-bohu – 

A Void before I existed 

A Void into which I shall go – 

O empty Space! 

O Sacred Void! 

In all Your Emptiness, You crowd me! 

 

 

 

 

My daughter searches the Ancestry! 

My lovers dread the Space of tomorrow! 

but the Man of Nazareth calls me: 

This in-between unfolds about me 

where I  keep a space called Obit 

just crowded with my friends : 

Jack, John, Marjory, Ernie and Douglas… 

Julia, Philip, Sam, Garry and Claude… 

Geoff, Mary, Evelyn and Barclay… 

Margaret, Donald, Dick, Walter and Ruth…. 

Norma, Charles, Russell - they crowd me… 

Come, join me, laugh at the Snicket: 

join the snicketeers who dance 

and crowd me 

as I cheer for the One 

Who is the Door of the Snicket: 

Where?  When?  Then? There? 

Now, and for Ever. Amen 

PWRDF “Fill the Stable” Christmas Giving  
Dorothy Geale  

The young people of St 

Mark’s choirs are supporting 

the Primate’s World Relief 

and Development Fund by 

purchasing animals for 

developing countries.  Each 

has chosen to give a goat 

($30), piglets ($30) or chickens 

($40).  Some of Port Hope 

Scouts are giving piglets!!  

The Gwen Duck family is 

purchasing a cow ($200).  To 

date we have 3 goats, 3 goats, 

2 pigs, 200 chickens and a 

cow.   Gwen is coordinating 

donations towards another 

cow if sufficient interest.  

(gwenduck@hotmail.com ) 

Thanks to those who support 

this initiative with their 

pocket change weekly in the 

Parish Hall. 

  

mailto:gwenduck@hotmail.com
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IT IS A WINTRY SCENE  
Les Robl ing 

 

The snow blinds those brave enough to 

venture out, 

Sweeping through the streets and drifting 

over roads, 

Into the church tower around the frigid, 

still bell, 

Creating havoc and freezing Jack Frost to 

the pane – 

It is a wintry scene. 

Above the swirling flakes, the icicled stars  

Flicker and sparkle over the desolate, ice-

bound bay 

Where gulls shelter, in their hunger, amid 

the boats; 

And the fish are safe under their night 

white shield – 

At least for now. 

Over the countryside, the smell of summer 

stored hay 

Wafts along the snow streamers; and the 

snowy owl, 

Sitting on a swaying spruce, decides to stay 

the night, 

Puffing up his feathers against the winter 

wildness – 

Staring, just staring. 

It seems as though all life is stilled, as if 

some past 

Ice age had returned to life and 

unfriendly times 

Had enveloped and enshrined - the sheep 

and cattle, 

The birds, dogs, insects, the men and 

women - this world 

Into a cryogenic state. 

And as the pale sun wakes and brings the 

morning light; 

Those warm, entwined limbs in their 

blanketed tents 

Sense the cold on their faces and hide 

from the whiteness, 

In their white world, and no sounds 

escape the lair 

Into the nose cold air 

And all impatiently await the life giving 

spring, 

When the miracle of birth and re-growth 

signal 

A communion with nature, where even the 

prey 

have their day in the warm sun and bask 

for awhile – 

before they perish. 

Remarkable Year: Dougie Brooks!  
David Brooks

Dougie Brooks, son of Liz and 

David Brooks has had a busy 

year.  After completing his 

years with the navy, Dougie 

has joined the 718 Air Cadet 

Squadron. He is now a 

corporal and has badges for 

rifle team and for two week 

training course in Trenton.   

It was an exciting at the 

airbase with the C130 

Hercules and Globemaster 

aircraft taking off and landing 

right beside their camp.  A 

surprise treat was the 

Snowbird Red Arrow and the 
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Skyhawks training for the 

CNE this summer.   

Dougie also spent three weeks 

at Trinity College Summer 

Camp which included a two 

week leadership course.  

The Soccer team Dougie 

played with, The Dairy 

Queen, went undefeated this 

summer. Dougie now has a 

paper route in this area for the 

Northumberland News. 

 

Among Friends  
Claire Mowat  

“How can I love my enemies 

when I don’t even like my 

friends” 

A new boutique has opened 

in Port Hope called Dane and 

Jute.  It recently featured the 

artwork of Graeme Lawson 

and the work of Beth Paddon. 

 
This store sells a big 

assortment of oriental rugs 

but also carries art by local 

artists. 

We welcome back Terry 

Moore to our eight o’clock 

said communion service.  We 

are glad he is well again!   

A new light rail transit system 

opened in Ottawa in 

November.  Each car bears 

 
the name of a celebrated 

Canadian.  One is named for 

Farley Mowat who was a 

longtime parishioner at St 

Mark’s.  

Many thanks to Gwen Duck 

who did a splendid job of 

convening our popular 

Hollyberry Bazaar on 

November 2nd.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped in any 

way to make it a success.  We 

made over six thousand 

dollars.  

Robert and Wayne Smith 

were rear-ended in a traffic 

accident in Cobourg last 

week.  Our best wishes for a 

speedy recovery from 

whiplash.   

Congratulations to Wade 

Rowland whose newest book, 

Morality by Design has been 

published and is now 

available at Furby House 

Books in Port Hope and other 

bookstores everywhere.  

  

On Sunday Nov 24, Les and 

Lynn Robling drove to 
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Queen’s University in 

Kingston to attend the Fall 

Term Concert of Polyhymnia 

(Ladies Choir) in which their 

granddaughter, Sian Ruttan 

sings.  In all there were ten 

choral pieces and in between 

each song, choristers were 

chosen to read poems which 

they had selected. 

Sian read, ‘August Night’, by 

Elizabeth Madox Roberts. The 

poetry readings ranged from 

‘Stars’ by Sara Teasdale to 

‘When I an dead, my dearest’ by 

Christina Rossetti.  It was a 

wonderful concert at which 

Polyhymnia sang so 

beautifully and expressively.   

Kathy Robling and her 

husband were not able to be 

there to enjoy this program as 

they were in Montreal 

watching their son Owain, 

also a former St. Mark’s choir 

member, competing at the 

Canadian University Rugby 

Championships. 

Many of us will remember 

Bob Fair, an active member of 

this church for countless 

years.  A decade ago he 

moved to Belleville to be near 

family.  He tells us that he still 

misses Port Hope and his 

participation at St Mark’s.

 

 

Recent and Upcoming Events  
Gwen Duck & Peter Kedwell

St. Mark’s hosted the 

Community Care Senior 

Diners to lunch this year in 

March and October. Forty to 

forty-five seniors enjoyed a 

ham and scalloped potato 

dinner with all the fixings. 

They are always a lively 

bunch with lots of laughter 

and conversation. The Events 

Committee has committed to 

this outreach again for 2020. 

  
 

The QUILT RAFFLE took 

place November 2 at the 

Hollyberry Bazaar. The lucky 

draw winners are: 

Quilt – ‘Blues on the Beach’ – 

Deana Riley 

Two tickets to the Capitol 

Theatre – Linda McCance 

Gift Basket – Suzi Gabany 

We are thankful for the 

creative abilities of our St. 

Mark’s Quilters, for Carol and 

Steve Poste for printing the 

tickets, for the kind donation 

of two tickets by the Capitol 

Theatre and to the 

Independent Grocer for 

allowing us to display the 

quilt and sell tickets. 

The HOLLYBERRY BAZAAR 

continues to attract a great 

community crowd and 

produce amazing results in 

terms of parish team building 

and financial support ($6200+) 

for the church. 

I am most appreciative to 

those who stepped forward to 
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provide leadership in the 

following areas: 

 
Seasonal Greens – Carol and  

Steve Poste for providing and 

Peter Kedwell for selling 

Bake Table – Dorothy Potter 

 
Preserves – Dorothy Potter, 

Joan Moss, Carol Poste, 

Gwen Duck and Stephanie 

Jackson 

Tea Room – Susan Abell with 

assistance from Heather and 

Ron Rowe (130+ had lunch) 

 
Kitchen – Gwen Duck 

Books – Anne Oram 

Specialty Table – Jenn Mitchell 

White Elephant – Liz Prower 

and David Brooks 

Jewelry and Accessory Room 

– Sue West, Jan Hill and 

Barbara Struthers 

Elevator assistance – Wayne 

and Robert Smith 

In many cases these leaders 

gathered their helpers and 

worked together to success--

fully co-ordinate their areas. 

It is a pleasure to watch many 

parishioners contributing, as 

they are able, to the greater 

cause. We may be aging but 

St. Mark’s spirit is strong!  

 
We were thankful this year to 

have Caitlin and Amy 

assisting us in the kitchen, 

‘doing the dishes’. 

The donations to help offset 

bazaar expenses remain high 

and one very generous 

parishioner covered the cost 

of hiring the girls in the 

kitchen. 

 

There will be a Hollyberry 

Bazaar meeting in January to 

evaluate this year’s bazaar 

and start planning for 

November 7 - Hollyberry 

2020.  

 

19th “CHRISTMAS @ ST 

MARK’S” November 22 & 23 

The weekend dawned with 

patches of sun and cloud and 

temperatures above zero. The 

shopping public came, a 

constant flow on both Friday 

eve (new this year and to 

continue) and Saturday until 

well after lunchtime. 

Happily, the Santa Claus 

parade was moved to 

November 30 so the usual 

hiatus was not felt. 

This year we welcomed 

twenty-one artists and 

artisans from the Northum-

berland-Quinte area to our 

beautiful parish hall. Five 

vendors – Michelle Mason, 
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Eileen Raynor, Joanne 

Aitchison, Sharon Thompson, 

and Betty Finnie-Hunt - were 

new to our event. 

Our own Jenn Mitchell, 

Sharon Keates, and John 

Morand were again in 

attendance this year. 

Karen Wales, Jenn’s 

daughter, joined us again 

with her paper whimsies. Les 

Robling, a beloved artist and 

parishioner, was unable to 

join us this year. 

 The parish table featured 

additional preserves from 

Gwen Duck, Dorothy Potter 

and Carol Poste as well as 

left-over bazaar items and 

parish donations of gently-

used decorations, many of 

which sold.  

Carol Poste and her “Cookies 

for Christmas” team were busy 

as usual as was the Book 

Nook on the 2nd floor 

organized by Anne Oram.

 
The kitchen scrubbies, a gift 

from friend Donna King, sold 

out again. Jill and Frank 

Walkingshaw downsized our 

considerable crèche collection 

offering 9 creches for sale, 6 of 

which did. 

Space does not allow us the 

opportunity to thank all those 

who helped but we do wish to 

recognize the support of 

Gwen Duck (lunch coor-

dinator) and Bonnie Brereton 

and Heather Rowe who 

welcomed patrons and sold 

raffle tickets.  

Volunteers (20 in total) over 

two days assisted in various 

ways: set-up and take-down, 

staffing the St. Mark’s table, 

transporting wares, selling 

wares and cookies, helping 

shoppers and generally 

making guest artisans and the 

public welcome. 

The festive music supplied by 

DJ Robert Smith was much 

appreciated. 

Final figures are not in yet but 

we are confident that we will 

have cleared after expenses 
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over $4000, a record.  

Comments from both artisans 

and patrons spoke of the 

eclectic nature and quality of 

items for sale. Many thanks to 

all who helped, shopped and 

gave suggestions for next 

year, Friday 27th and 

Saturday 28th November 

2020, our 20th year!! The 

winner of the raffle basket of 

artisan wares was Sue Speirs. 

A final thank you is due to co-

chair Cathy Carlyle who 

came on board this year to co-

ordinate the sign-up and 

management of artisans. Her 

expertise, energy and sugges-

tions were key to a wonderful 

event this year.  

Thanks to everyone who has 

been a part of this year’s 

success, a notable fundraiser 

since 2000. 

Post-Christmas Cull and Sort 

A main source of funds at the 

St. Mark’s table at our 19th 

annual Christmas at St. 

Mark’s was the large quantity 

of gently-used Christmas 

decor and the like donated by 

parishioners. In putting away 

your decorations at the end of 

this season, please consider 

donating no longer used items 

to our table for our November 

2020 event. These donations 

along with other items such as 

preserves, scrubbies, creches 

allowed us to make over 

$1000.00, a record in the 19 

years this event has been part 

of our fundraising. 

Donations so marked may be 

left in the library to the 

attention of Cathy Carlyle or 

Peter Kedwell.       

 

Special Christmas Events for your Calendar 

December 1 Advent Carols & Lessons 4:00 pm 

December 7 & 8 Crèche Display @ 10:00 am to 4:00 pm & 1:00 am to 4:00 pm 

December 11 St Lucia Eucharist & Potluck @ 5:15 pm 

December 13 Cinema St Mark – Last Year at Marienbad @7:30 

December 22 Parish Christmas Lunch & Book Sale @ 12:00 

December 22 Nine Lessons & Carols @ 4:00 pm 

December 24 Christmas Eve Eucharist @ 6:00 pm   

December 25 Christmas Day Eucharist @ 10:00 am 
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