
1 

 

St Mark’s Church (1822) Summer History Days  
Doug Armstrong  

St Mark’s was open to visitors 

on Sunday July 9 & 13 and 

August 6 & 20 as well an 

integral part of the Port Hope 

town walking tour on 

Saturdays during the 

summer. Saturdays had 5 to 8 

visitors, including the tour 

guide. Sundays were sparser 

averaging 3 visitors. 

Highlights included a couple 

from out of town celebrating 

their 50th wedding 

anniversary and some keen 

interest on the part of a couple 

of tour groups including a 

return by some to walk the 

labyrinth.
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Jacob and the Angel: Ambiguity and Transcendence 
Fr Randy Murray

That same night Jacob arose, and 

taking his two wives, his two 

maidservants, and his eleven 

children, he crossed the ford of 

the Jabbok. After taking them 

across the stream, he sent across 

all his possessions. Jacob was left 

alone. And a man wrestled with 

him until the break of dawn. 

When he saw that he had not 

prevailed against him, he 

wrenched Jacob's hip at its 

socket, so that the socket of his 

hip was strained as he wrestled 

with him. Then he said, “Let me 

go, for dawn is breaking.” But he 

answered, “I will not let you go, 

unless you bless me.” Said the 

other, “What is your name?” He 

replied, “Jacob.” Said he, “Your 

name shall no longer be Jacob, 

but Israel, for you have striven 

with beings divine and human, 

and have prevailed.” Jacob asked, 

“Pray tell me your name.” But 

he said, “You must not ask my 

name!” And he took leave of him 

there. So Jacob named the place 

Peniel, meaning, “I have seen a 

divine being face to face, yet my 

life has been preserved.” The sun 

rose upon him as he passed 

Penuel, limping on his hip. 

Genesis 32.23-32. 

Jacob’s mysterious nighttime 

struggle with a being 

variously understood by 

scholars to be a man, an angel, 

God, or even Jacob himself 

(the text is ambiguous on this 

point), may be seen as a 

metaphor for any number of 

ethical or spiritual dilemmas 

that defy simple conclusions. 

As told in Genesis, though 

favoured by God, Jacob has 

reached this place of 

encounter and struggle after 

having lived a life 

characterised by deceit and 

deception--his own as well as 

that of those whom he has 

encountered on his journey. 

Early in the story he steals his 

brother Esau’s birthright 

prompting him to hit the road 

in fear of his life.  Now many 

years later, having acquired 

wives, children, and wealth, 

Jacob can see his come-

uppance approaching; his 

brother Esau supported by a 

small army is only hours 

away.  In the desert (itself a 

well-established metaphor for 

spiritual struggle) on the eve 

of Esau’s approach, Jacob 

wrestles with a mysterious 

figure, his hip being displaced 

in the fight.  But the outcome 

is not decisive.  At daybreak 

the mysterious figure asks for 

release, a request Jacob 

refuses unless he is given the 

figure’s blessing.  Asking 

Jacob’s name, the figure 

grants the blessing and 

renames Jacob Israel, meaning 

one who has striven with the 

divine and with the human 

and has prevailed.  Asking for 

the figure’s name in return, 

Jacob is rebuffed.  The figure 

disappears and Jacob limps 

away, giving the site of his 

struggle a name which evokes 

the enigmatic nature of the 

encounter. 

Jacob’s struggle illustrates our 

sense of being bereft, 

emotionally, intellectually, 

and spiritually of the answers 

we seek to our deepest 

questions and quandaries.  I 

point here to several ethical 

dilemmas that face us as a 

society and as individuals.  To 

name a few: suicide, assisted 

suicide, expanding ideas 

about the nature of family, 

sexuality, and the delay or 

destruction of personal goals 
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when one is compelled by 

circumstance to care for ailing 

parents or severely 

handicapped children.  In 

these and other situations, life 

can feel as though it is in a 

holding pattern as we 

struggle to come to terms with 

the perceived injustice, fear, 

and anger that come with 

circumstances that have no 

easy answers, or no answers 

at all. 

Some light was shone on one 

example of this recently on 

CBC Radio’s Tapestry.  In a 

short segment two old friends, 

both faithful Jews who 

attended Hebrew school 

together in Toronto as youths, 

talk about the paradox 

inherent in their different 

stances on homosexuality. 

Rabbi David Debow, who 

describes himself as “living on 

the borderline between modernity 

and the old ways” holds a 

traditional view which he 

believes is supported by 

Torah, rabbinic study, and 

subsequent interpretation.  

His friend, actor Diane Flacks, 

is lesbian and holds a more 

liberal view.  Both want to 

make sense of and reconcile 

their views in a spirit of 

generosity towards the other, 

but find it difficult to do so, 

thus their sense of ambiguity, 

loss, and hurt.  The following 

exchange near the end of the 

segment sums up this aspect 

of their discussion: 

Rabbi David: What are we 

trying to do here? 

Diane Flacks: We are trying to 

find an answer we don’t have. 

Rabbi David: I don’t think 

there is an answer. I think 

we’re trying to raise good kids 

together. 

When things appeared at their 

most helpless, the final 

fragment of the last line, “I 

think we’re trying to raise 

good kids together” offered 

that glimmer of transcendence 

and hope both were looking 

for.  Rabbi David went on to 

explain that the Hebrew word 

for wrestle also means “hug,” 

that the blessing that emerges 

from Jacob’s wrestling match 

with the angel.  God or him- 

self ends in a hug.  And that is 

what David and Diane 

wrestled together to do; that 

is, something that includes a 

hug.  David and Diane did not 

part agreeing with one 

another, ambiguity on the 

subject remained and full 

reconciliation appeared a long 

way off.  But they did part in 

a spirit of openness and 

respect to the other with no 

sense of hate or bitterness.  

Like Rabbi David and Diane, 

Jacob doesn’t receive a 

resolution or explanation for 

his dilemma either.  What he 

finds instead is encounter and 

the opportunity to delve 

deeply into his own hurt and 

therefore into his sense of the 

transcendent, of God’s 

presence in the midst of his 

pain including the absence of 

any clear answer to that pain. 

It is important to note, as 

Rabbi David points out, that 

Jacob finds himself in the 

same existential state as 

Adam did in Genesis 2.18; 

that is, he was alone. 

Completely alone. In Adam’s 

case the problem was 



 

 

addressed by God’s provision 

of a helpmate. In Jacob’s it 

was a fight: a fight that ends 

in blessing--and injury too--

but in blessing, and in 

naming, and in leaving some 

things unnamed. 

Transcendence after all comes 

in many guises. Even in the 

guise of a wrestling God. 

The following is taken 

from Mishkan T'filah, a 

Jewish Prayerbook. 

 

 

Wardens @ Work  
Marion Thompson (Rector’s Warden) and Les Robling (People’s Warden)

Like the motto of wartime 

London’s Windmill Theatre, 

‘We never close’ could apply to 

your wardens, too. 

Since the beginning of July, 

we have been working in the 

office with our dedicated 

volunteers, Brian Donaldson, 

Frank Walkingshaw, and 

Peter Kedwell.  Learning the 

ins-and-outs of space rentals, 

becoming familiar with the 

files, seeing how things work 

from the inside, and many 

housekeeping matters are 

coming into line, and we are 

confident that things are 

under control.    

The office computer is 

requiring closer attention.  We 

have arranged to switch the 

server back to CatsMedia 

where it had been until a few 

years ago.  We, and the other 

main users of our computer, 

spent a long morning with Jim 

Corkery of Corkery & Co., 

setting up the system to suit 

our needs.  Jim has provided 

his services to St. Mark’s 

Church pro bono and in return 

we are running his card in The 

Lion’s Roar.  We are grateful 

for the generous time and 

technical help freely given to 

get us up and running 

efficiently.   We urge you to 

use his company if you need 

technical help with your own 

computer – don’t we all at 

some time or other?  (Regular 

rates will apply.) 

As of mid-August, Town and 

Country Construction of 

Oshawa completed a two-year 

project to repaint the exterior 

of St. Mark’s.  It was not a 

simple task because a number 

of trouble spots were located 

where the wood had rotted, 

sheathing had crumbled and 

arches & decorative elements 

needed the work of their 

expert carpenter to set things 

back in perfect condition. It 

was an expensive job, 

especially because of the 

unexpected deterioration of 

some sections, such as the 

east-facing wall. However, 

thanks to the generosity of the 

St. Mark’s Heritage Foundation 

the bill was not as hurtful as it 

could have been. Their 

support in providing two-

 

Entrances to holiness are 

everywhere. 

The possibility of ascent is all 

the time. 

Even at unlikely times and 

through unlikely places. 

There is no place on earth 

without the Presence. 
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thirds of the cost of 

restoration is an absolute 

boon to this church.  There is 

still work to be done and this 

month, Town and Country will 

return to replace the badly 

rotting front steps. From this 

point there should be a period 

of years when just paint 

touch-ups need to be done. 

Suddenly, autumn is upon us 

and the pace has quickened.  

The Attic Treasures and 

Basement Bargains sale is 

behind us and we begin to 

look forward to Hollyberry 

Bazaar, Christmas at St. Mark’s 

and the Crêche display.  The 

building once again is busy 

with the Yoga classes and the 

full choir is present again. 

Stewardship  
Marion Thompson 

Further to the Covenant with 

the Diocese signed in the 

spring, we are now  firming 

up the Stewardship Program 

which will be ongoing over 

the next number of years, not 

only for a couple of months.    

St. Mark’s is more than a 

historic building; it is the sum 

of its people who gather here 

to worship God and bring The 

Kingdom of God to life in our 

midst and in our community.  

How we embrace the 

Stewardship Program and 

every aspect of our gifts of 

time, treasure, and talent will 

have a profound effect on the 

success of our future survival 

as a living church, not merely 

an interesting relic

Cemetery Inspection and Repairs, 2017  
Gwen Duck

Graham Quick, cemetery 

restoration specialist, and 

Gwen Duck inspected the 

markers in the St. Mark’s 

cemetery and the following 

suggested: 

Repairs: 

1.  #15 – Gladman monument 

was off its base and required a 

new one to secure it in place 

2.  #9 – Ward monument 

required cementing to secure 

the top half from tipping. 

The required work has been 

completed on the Gladman 

and Ward monuments. 

3.  All standing tablets, with 

the exception of the Taylor 

one, have been secured with 

metal brackets for safety 

reasons and to prevent 

damage to the tablets. The 

Taylor tablet has bevelled 

edges which prevent the 

attachment of the brackets. 

Graham assured me the 

Taylor tablet is standing 

strong and is not in any 

danger of falling. All work on 

the tablets has been 

completed. 

Monitoring: 

1.  #95 – Williams’s monument, 

large pink granite structure is 

sitting well despite the look of 

the brick pavers at the base. 

Due the size of the structure, a 

cosmetic repair would be very 

expensive. 

2.  #73 – Howe monument is 

secure despite the tilt of the 

marker. It probably has an 

interior rod construction that 

is preventing the top piece 



 

 

from ‘walking off’ the main 

section of the marker. 

3.  #94 – Williams monument, 

an old marble and limestone 

marker is stable but beyond 

repair.  

Ernest Voorhis, M.A., Ph.D., Rector – April 1913 to April 1914 
Doug Armstrong

“Time Was” calls Rev. Voorhis 

“...the least known rector that St. 

Mark's has ever had.” 

Well, the parishioners of the 

day missed quite a bit!  He 

was quite an accomplished 

fellow. Born in New York, NY 

in 1859, Ernest graduated 

from Princton in 1880. 

On June 25th, 1890, he 

married Isabelle, eldest 

daughter of the Rev. 

Archibald Lampman and 

sister of Archibald Lampman, 

Canadian poet of some note. 

In 1893 he earned his PhD. 

From New York University, 

NY, New York. 

In 1902, he became the first 

headmaster of the new 

Cathedral School of the 

Cathedral of St. John the 

Divine, 110th Street and 

Amsterdam Ave, New York. 

Ernest held this post until 

1912 when he emigrated to 

Canada, applying for 

naturalization as his wife was 

a Canadian. 

It is suspected that St. Mark's 

was his first employment in 

this country, a connection 

possible, perhaps, because the 

poet and Ernest's brother-in-

law, Archibald Lampman, 

was a TCS old boy. 

In 1914 he and his wife moved 

to Ottawa, where Ernest took 

up a post at All Saints Church 

in Sandy Hill, where the 

Voorhis' perhaps had married 

some 24 years before. [There 

is conflicting evidence as to 

the location of their wedding] 

In 1915 he was hired as a 

teacher and Chaplain at 

Ashbury College in Ottawa. 

In 1920 he became curate to 

Rev C. G. Hepburn, of the 

same All Saint's Church in 

Ottawa. 

 In 1930, he compiled “Historic 

Forts and Trading posts of the 

French regime and of' the 

English Fur Trading 

Companies”, a 192 page 

history. This work has been 

issued in 23 editions, the last 

being in 1980, indicating it is a 

work of some importance in 

the study of the period. 

His wife died in Ottawa in 

1946, age 82. A news article in 

the Lethbridge Herald, 

reporting her death, described 

her husband as “formerly a 

member of the teaching staff 

of Upper Canada College”, 

which may explain his move 

to Toronto. 

He died Feb 18, 1933 and is 

buried in Mount Pleasant 

Cemetery, Toronto. 

St Mark’s Third Century (1822-2022)   
Graham Cotter

In 2022, we will celebrate 200 

years since our church 

building was begun to be 

built.  Inclusion in any Royal 

Visit, especially Queen 

Elizabeth, has been requested 
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through the office of the 

Governor-General. 

There will be celebration of 

our past, but early in our 

planning, we decided to look 

into the future beyond 2022, 

into our next century, our 

THIRD CENTURY!  

Proposal 

As a member of St Mark’s 

congregation and Honorary 

Assistant Priest, I have 

centered my spiritual life in 

this Parish, serving under five 

incumbents.  My first wife of 

63 years, Evelyn, served on 

the Advisory Board, for a time 

as Chair, and on search 

committees for incumbents.   

On reflecting on the THIRD 

CENTURY journey and the 

needs of the Parish, I set aside 

a portion of what Evelyn and I 

had as a Bi-Centennial Fund 

with the consent of the 

wardens and Incumbent.  

Contributions were accrued to 

that fund in honour of my 

marriage to my second wife, 

Margaret.  I personally have 

been dedicated to the increase 

of the beauty of worship, 

under these headings: 

 Consolidate and build-up 

the role of music on the 

very good foundation of 

our choir and choirmaster  

 Beautify the sanctuary 

further adding to the work 

of Sylvia Hahn, and using 

the Parish Hall and 

sanctuary for drama and 

dance recitals; 

  Repair and restore beyond 

the limits of the very good 

Heritage Foundation. 

A principle is that alongside 

every gift on the arts and 

liturgical side, there must be 

rewards for both the Parish 

and the community. 

So when the wardens pointed 

out that we needed Capital 

funding for the incumbency, I 

appreciated that the very 

existence of an Incumbent 

among us is a gift and 

ministry to the community 

and beyond.  I have therefore 

designated that one half of my 

donation, being $50,000, be 

regarded as the beginning of 

the Incumbency Fund.  Maybe 

we should operate as one 

fund with the chief immediate 

purpose, the Incumbency.  

Progress 

A 

small group is working on 

some of these objectives.  Here 

are some of the achievements 

and projected works:  

 Logo - Bronwen Ruttan  

(granddaughter of Lyn & 

Les Robling), created a 

THIRD CENTURY logo 

using St Mark's crest. 

 Organ and music storage 

space nearby – repair floor 

and plaster bulge in wall. 

 Stained glass – gift from the 

estate of Dorothy Locke.  

Russ McBride has identified 

repair and installation cost. 

 Repairs – Repairs are badly 

needed for the Triptych.   

Carlos/Chris Hunter are to 

provide a cost estimate. 

 

The following Back of Church 

improvements are needed:  

 Improve lighting; 

 Drop coat rack at left side 

to create shelving for 

printed material etc. 

 Move archive displays to 

behind last pew. 

 Move Sunday school table 

to back wall under shelf. 

 Consider  re-hanging of 

frames elsewhere  to allow 

the Message for the Gospel 

and progress of the Third 

Century Fund and plans; 

 Replace bulletin board with 

a three-sided one designed 

by Russ MacBride  

(donations already offered). 

As well as promoting the 

Incumbency, I am also keen 

for the THIRD CENTURY to 

promote on-going support for 

the ministry for the 

community.  One suggestion 



 

 

is that we co-operate and co-

ordinate with people in this 

community who are already 

working on providing 

information and social action 

to meet the crisis in housing.  

There are numerous other 

suggestions for community 

action which would attract 

donations for the Incumbency 

fund, such as: Maple Court; 

Refugees; Greenwood 

Coalition; Home-Share; Social 

Justice Group.  

        

St Mark’s Maples Court  
Trish Doney  

St. Mark’s Maples Court is a 

non-profit corporation that 

provides affordable housing 

for seniors.  The relationship 

between St. Mark’s Church 

and St. Mark’s Maples Court 

has always been informal. 

The corporation was founded 

in 1972 by Mr. William 

Charles Wesley Brown, in 

honour of his late wife.  He 

saw the real need for low-cost 

housing for seniors and he 

donated the land and capital 

to build 18 rental units at 50-

60 Shuter St.  The original 

board members were Mr. 

Brown, John Leonard 

Sylvester, The Rev. John 

Ernest Gardner and The Rev. 

Gerald Early Moffatt, who 

were all members of St. 

Mark’s Church.  Mr. Brown 

chose the name for the 

corporation.  He wanted to 

recognize his wife’s family, 

the Maples, who had 

originally owned the land and 

he was clear that ‘St. Mark’s’ 

should also be included, 

hence ‘St. Mark’s Maples 

Court.’   St. Mark's Maples 

Court is carefully managed 

and maintained by a 

volunteer board and the units 

are leased for approximately 

30% less rent than other 

comparable apartments in the 

surrounding area.  The Board 

has always worked very hard 

to manage the finances 

prudently within the 

constraints of the limited 

rental income and the reserve 

fund that remained after the 

units had been completed.  

Appropriate personnel are 

hired for indoor and outdoor 

repairs, snow removal, grass 

cutting, roofing, etc. as the 

need arises. 

 

The current board members 

are:  Trish Doney, Pat Eberle, 

Sue Essig, Bob Fair, Ron 

Good, Susan Layard, Jo Anne 

Mathew, Russ McBride, Frank 

Walkingshaw and The Rev. 

Randy Murray.  The parish 

incumbent has always been 

an ex officio member of the 

board.  Although there is no 

official connection between St. 

Mark’s Church and St. Mark’s 

Maples Court there is 

certainly an historical one. 

In order to keep rental rates at 

the current level, fund raising 

has become a necessity. The 

units and property require 

continual upkeep and utility 

costs are escalating.  Any 

donations would be gratefully 

received and tax receipts 

issued.  For more information, 

please visit the web site at 

www.stmarksmaplescourt.com 

or call Trish Doney at 905 885 

6586.  Thank you for your 

consideration and support. 

Farley Mowat’s mother, 

Helen, lived for five years in 

one of the original units!  
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Parish Sextons  
Dorothy Geale  

Peter Goering (Sexton) 

Peter is a son of Sheila and the 

late Jack Goering, long 

standing parishioners at St 

Mark’s.  He has been Sexton 

for 15 years.  

Peter grew up in Port Hope 

and attended Trinity College 

School where his father 

started his teaching career in 

1960. He attended BCIT in 

Burnaby, BC in Hotel & 

Tourism Management.  He 

worked in the Private Club 

industry in various parts of 

Canada for 25 years. 

Since moving back to Port 

Hope Peter has developed a 

small (busy) 

Handyman/Contracting 

business.  He also is an 

Energy Advisor conducting 

residential energy audits that 

will help home owners make 

their homes more energy 

efficient. 

 

Roddy Sergiades (Sexton) 

 Roddy, who has called St 

John’s Anglican Church in 

Port Hope his spiritual home 

for more than a decade, grew 

up attending St. James 

Cathedral in Toronto. 

 As a writer with a keen 

interest in history, vintage 

cars and passenger liners, 

Roddy is building on his 

journalism BA from Ryerson 

by working part-time on an 

MA in maritime history 

through the University of 

Exeter. 

He is also endeavouring to 

complete an Ontario Museum 

Association certificate in 

museum studies, while he 

also works on his first book, a 

tome on the future of ocean 

liner travel. 

 In the meantime, he works 

with disadvantaged youth 

through Northumberland 

Family Respite Services.  

 

River of Hope Update   
Nola McDonald 

Our Group is now in the final 

month of sponsorship of the 

Almadani family. What a year 

it has been for the 

Newcomers!   

This summer saw Ismaiel 

complete his driving 

certification and purchase a 

used car with capacity for the 

family of five and good space 

to transport his carpenter 

tools.  Young Ibrahim 

qualified for a 3 week 

scholarship in Haliburton at 

Camp White Pine. Hamza and 

Moumen were employed for 

the summer in construction 

work and at A&W 

respectively.  Ismaiel 

completed 6 months’ work at 

Dalren Construction and now 

qualifies for benefits.  

Lots of challenges ahead: the 

family has set a goal to find 

less costly accommodation in 

October.  Muzina is 



 

 

continuing with further 

English language training and 

computer skills with a view to 

employment in the future. 

The three boys are headed 

back to school.  All in all, the 

family is a testimony to “God 

working in us to do more than 

we can ask or imagine. “  We are 

in awe of them.  

St Thomas Anglican Church, Moose Factory  
Dorothy Geale

On Saturday July 8, I attended 

a family funeral at Moose 

Factory on James Bay.  It is 

located on an island, 5 km east 

of Moosonee, the end of the 

line for the Polar Bear Express 

(daily from Cochrane).  My 

previous visit was 35 years 

ago when my cousin married 

an indigenous residential 

school survivor who later 

became immersed in healing 

and traditional culture.  

Walking around the village, it 

was confusing as there were 

two churches named St 

Thomas although one was in 

considerable disrepair. I later 

remembered the larger one 

from my previous visit as 

having holes in the floor but 

with a beautifully beaded 

white moose hide alter cloth.  

Apparently the original 

church built between 1864 

and 1885 stopped being used 

in 2006 and the congregation 

moved to a smaller former 

catholic church which they 

had purchased in 2000. Like 

many others, the parish is 

struggling financially. 

On Sunday I worshipped at St 

Thomas Anglican Church 

under the Rev Norman 

Wesley.  Attendance was +/- 

40 due to two christenings.  I 

was told that was double the 

usual number.  The service 

was delayed for 20 minutes 

waiting for the babies “to be 

delivered” according to the 

Rev. Wesley. 

The liturgy switched easily 

between Cree to English with 

the Creed, Lord’s Prayer and 

parts of the Eucharist in Cree.  

At the end of the service, Rev. 

Wesley announced he would 

be away fishing the next two 

weeks.  Quite the contrast to 

the monastic retreats of our 

Fr. Randy but perhaps the 

same peaceful refreshed 

result.   God works with us 

individually in many different 

ways.  
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Music Notes  
Randy Mills

 Choristers on the move 

Many will have enjoyed 

hearing Ellen Torrie, both 

before and after her studies at 

the Accademia Europeana 

Dell’opera in Lucca, Italy. 

This renowned programme, a 

joint project with Western 

University, London ON, gave 

Ellen the opportunity to work 

with leading opera coaches, 

including Enza Ferrari, of 

Teatro Allla Scala, Milan (and 

Duquesne U., Cincinnati U at 

al.) - more details (and 

photos) on their website: 

http://www.aedopera.org/ind

ex.html.  Ellen performed 

with the professional baroque 

orchestra for Handel’s Alcina, 

and I can attest to her 

wonderful baroque ornaments 

in her arias from Alcina and 

her faultless high Bs in 

Strauss’ Mein Herr Marquis! 

Other members from our 

adult choir have also been on 

the road. Brian and Rosemary 

Donaldson travelled to 

Niagara-on-the-Lake to hear 

the outstanding choir from 

Trinity College, Cambridge. 

The Holmes’ heard them there 

as well – I was fortunate to 

attend their Kingston 

performance. Helen Kennedy 

will be away for part of 

September, and Jane McGrath 

will be singing in churches in 

France later this month!  It 

was wonderful to have so 

many singers come out 

throughout the summer, to 

help lead our worship week 

by week.     

Junior Choir trip to Montreal  

Marie-Reine-du-Monde Roman 

Catholic Cathedral 

Chapelle de Bon-Secours bell 

tower overlooking Old Port 

 
Chapelle de Bon-Secours 

sanctuary from choir balcony

Among Friends  
Claire Mowat et al

We mourn the loss of Phil 

Ayling who died Sept. 14 at 

the age of 94. Phil was a 

devoted member of St. Mark’s 

for many years. A graduate of 

Trinity College, U of T, he 

taught English and French 

until he retired. Our con-

dolences to his wife Carol 

Anne Bjarnason, his children 

and many grandchildren. 

Phil’s funeral was in St. 

Mark’s on Sept. 23. 

Kate Legakis is now a 

published poet. Much of her 



 

 

work was included in an 

anthology assembled by her 

teacher Erin Oxland at 

Gummow School in Cobourg. 

Kate is the daughter of Anne 

Finlay and Evan Legakis.  

 Peter Roe was our organist 

on August 13 while Randy 

Mills and the junior choir 

were performing in Montreal. 

Peter has been our substitute 

organist on many occasions 

including a three year term 

after Bob Grandy left and 

before Randy was hired. He 

has played here on many 

other occasions. Peter is a 

talented, experienced 

musician and we are blessed 

to have him in our 

congregation. Thanks Peter. 

Joan and Bob Moss attended 

the graduation ceremony of 

their grandson, Noah Fleming 

at the U of T. His MA was in 

pure mathematics, 

"complexity theory". Noah has 

been invited to Princeton for 

the fall semester for his PhD 

as well as lecturing in 

Germany. His MA was in 

pure mathematics, 

"complexity theory".  Noah 

has been invited to Princeton 

for the fall semester for his 

PhD as well as lecturing in 

Germany. 

Also on September 28, Joan 

and Bob are celebrating 60 

years of marriage. They were 

married at St. Timothy's in 

Toronto with Rev. Canon 

Henry Marsh officiating. 

Mabel Dorothy Oram was 

born August 20, 1917 in 

Weston Ontario. A first-

generation Canadian, she had 

four older brothers and two 

younger sisters.  Her father, 

Bernard Phillips, eventually 

was able to purchase land in 

Weston – a portion of the 

former playing field of Trinity 

College School – where he 

had a small wooden home 

built next to the railway. 

Mabel’s brother Leslie was a 

churchwarden at St. John’s 

Anglican Church in Weston 

when the Rector of the parish 

was the Reverend George 

Roe, father of our Peter Roe.  

Now Mabel and daughter 

Anne live in Port Hope. Small 

world, eh? 

 

On June 24 there was an art 

show in the lovely garden of 

Les and Lyn Robling. There 

was featured art by Les and 

by three other artists. Luckily 

it was a beautiful day with no 

rain. 

 

Ian McDonald retired from 

editor of Jacob’s Ladder last 

winter. Many thanks to Ian for 

his many years of thought-

fulness and hard work. 

Art in the Parish Hall.  For 

several weeks we have 

enjoyed an exhibit by 

Wilhelmina Kennedy 

depicting the traditional 

symbols of the Four 

Evangelists. Wilhelmina has 

now mounted a new exhibit 

of seven panels inspired by 

the creation story in Genesis. 

They are full of delightful wit 

and whimsy, evoking a sense 
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of God’s joyful exuberance, 

overflowing energy, and 

dramatic power as conveyed 

by the Genesis story.  

A wonderful complement to 

Wilhelmina’s work elsewhere 

in the hall was a display of 

some of the marvelously 

creative pieces done by 

participants in the kids’ 

Sights and Sounds program. 

Many thanks to all involved. 

Dougie Brooks, age 11, won 

second prize at the Port Hope 

Agricultural Fair on 

September 18. He grew a very 

large pumpkin. 

The ACO Garden Tour was 

June 17. Coffee and muffins 

were available to the tourists 

for $4 in our Parish hall. 

Chicken pot pie and salad 

were available for lunch for 

$10. The gardens and 

cemetery of St. Mark’s, which 

are maintained by our 

parishioners, were an 

important part of the tour. 

Wilhelmina and Helen 

Kennedy, mother and 

daughter, opened an art store 

in Cobourg for the summer 

months. It was called the 

Open Door Art Shop. 

Congratulations to both 

women, who are artists. 

 

Our sale Attic Treasures and 

Basement Bargains was 

organized by Peter Kedwell 

and Jill Walkingshaw.  Many 

other St. Markers helped with 

the preparation and 

dismantling.  It was a great 

success and brought in well 

over two thousand dollars on 

Saturday, August 19. Thanks 

to everyone who helped. 

At the end of August a week-

long program for kids took 

place in our hall. Sights and 

Sounds was a great success 

with programs in music and 

in the visual arts. It was 

conducted by Fr. Randy 

Murray and Randy Mills. 

Many thanks for their 

leadership. It will be held 

again in the fall as an after-

school program from 3 until 5 

p.m. on Fridays. 

 

Tom Lawson suffered a hip 

fracture while vacationing at 

his cottage on Georgian Bay. 

He was taken to the Parry 

Sound Hospital for treatment 

which included a hip 

replacement.  Talk about a 

sneaky way to avoid the 

queue for hip replacement 

surgery!  He is now 

recovering at his new home in 

Rose Glen Village. 

 



 

 

Stephen Smith has under-

gone a serious complicated 

operation on his foot and 

ankle at St. Michael’s Hospital 

on August 29. He is now 

recovering after rehabilitating 

at the Bridgepoint 

rehabilitation hospital. 

Jane Pinchin had a hip 

replacement at St. Michael’s in 

early September. She is now 

recovering at home. 

We were delighted to 

welcome Ellen Torrie back to 

St. Mark’s for a previously 

unscheduled concert on 

August 23rd (See Music Notes 

Section- above). She was also 

with us on Sunday, August 27 

and led the junior choir in 

playing hand bells. We wish 

her well with her music 

studies as she returns to 

Acadia University this fall in 

Wolfeville, Nova Scotia. 

Geoff Dale turned 99 on 

September 10th.  There was a 

celebration with birthday cake 

after the 10:30 service. 

Congratulations Geoff.  

Fall Events  
Gwen Duck, Peter Kedwell ,  Ji l l  Walkingshaw

Oct. 19 – St. Mark’s will host a 

hot lunch for the Community 

Care Senior Diners.  

Nov. 4 – Hollyberry Tea and 

Bazaar.  The Quilt Raffle will 

feature a queen size quilt, 

‘Blaire’s Confetti’. Many 

thanks to the St. Mark’s 

quilters for another 

exceptional quilt. Tickets will 

be available soon. 

 

We would love to recycle 

your gently used jewelry, 

purses and scarves in our 

Jewelry Room.  Please drop 

them off at the church office. 

Nov. 26 Christmas  St Mark’s 

  

Dec. 2 & 3 –Crèches from 

around the world will be 

shown in the Parish Hall. On 

Saturday the display will be 

open to the public from 10:00 

am till 4:00 pm, and Sunday 

from 1:00 pm till 4:00 pm. 

As in previous years Morning 

Coffee and Afternoon Tea will 

be served at a moderate price. 

There is no admission charge 

to the exhibit. 

We have been fortunate to 

have been given over 60 

crèches by a member of 

Friends of the Crèche who 

wishes to have these nativity 

sets displayed in our church; 

many of these will be 

exhibited this year along with 

some from the St. James 
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Cathedral collection, so the 

selection of crèches will be 

different from other years.    

Set-up for the display will 

take place all day on Friday, 

December 1st. If you are 

interested in helping with the 

set-up, supervision during the 

exhibit or the refreshments, or 

if you have a crèche you 

would like to include in the 

display, contact Jill or Frank 

Walkingshaw (905-885-1960). 

Sun. Dec. 3 – 4pm – Advent 

Lessons and Carols, with wine 

and cheese (from the choir) at 

the rectory following the 

service. 

Sun. Dec. 17 – 7pm – Nine 

Lessons and Carols for 

Christmas – a traditional 

service celebrating Christmas 

with musical excellence. 

 

 

Deanery Christian Education Opportunities   
Ji l l ian Walkingshaw 

Sept 19 - Oct. 31 Painting the 

Stars, Science, Religion and an 

Evolving Faith, started Tues.  

Sept. 19th, at 7 in the evening 

at St. Peter’s.  Facilitated by 

the Rev. Susan Sheen and Val 

Whalley, this seven-session 

series will prompt some new 

thinking and challenge to all 

of us.  Registration at the St 

Peter’s office (905 372 3342).   

Oct. 21 - Journey to Equality:  

Seeing the Face of God in 

Everyone, at St. John’s Port 

Hope, a one-day event 

looking at racism and how we 

can work to change it in 

ourselves and others. It will 

be led by Brother Reginald of 

the Order of the Holy Cross.  

Nov. 4 Caring for Each Other:  

Explore the Healing Ministry of 

Lay Pastoral Visiting hosted by 

St. John’s Port Hope.   Canon 

Douglas Graydon will 

provide good information and 

approaches if you feel you 

might wish to be considered 

for a role in pastoral visiting.  

And it may also be a good 

refresher for current lay 

pastoral visitors across the 

Deanery.   

Dec. 2 - Embracing an Adult 

Faith.  This is the theme for 

our annual Advent 

Conference at St. Peter’s.  This 

will be quite different from 

previous conferences in that 

we will be building on a very 

good DVD presentation by 

Marcus Borg, a well-respected 

theologian.   

We are called always to 

deepen our relationship with 

Jesus as we journey through 

our lives. One of these courses 

or events will be just right for 

you. 
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